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TT  THEN  the  obvious  tendency  of 
*  "  any  work  is,  in  its  natiire, 
falutary  to  mankind,  the  private  ob¬ 
ject  of  the  Author,  in  giving  it  to 
the  public,  is  a  eonfideration  of  little 
confequence. 


Encouraged  by  that  intimate  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  excellent  qualifications 
of  many  of  thofe  Gentlemen,  whofe 

patro- 
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patronage  he  has  taken  the  liberty  to 
folicit,  which  the  honour  of  many 
years  fervice  amongft  them,  has  en¬ 
abled  him  to  acquire,  he  is  induced 
to  dedicate  to  them  the  following 
Treatife,  not  doubting,  that  what¬ 
ever  tends  to  alleviate  the  fufferings, 
and  reftore  the  health  of  mankind, 
cannot  fail  to  receive  the  protection 
and  patronage,  of  fo  ufeful,  fo  libe¬ 
ral,  and  fo  refpedtable  a  body,  as 
the  Surgeons  of  the  Army  and  Navy. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


THERE  are  few  complaints,  to  which 
the  human  frame  is  liable,  that 
are  more  deferving  of  medical  attention, 

than  the  venereal  difeafe  $  and  fewer  Hill, 

* 

perhaps,  in  which  the  improvements  of 
medical  refearches  have  been  lefs  adequate 
to  the  importance  of  the  objedt,  in  af¬ 
fording  a  fafe,  fpeedy,  and  efficacious  cure 
for  thofe  perfons,  labouring  under  any 
ftage  of  fo  contagious  a  malady. 

To  attain  a  perfedt  cure,  even  in  an  early 
period  of  this  complaint,  two,  three,  or 
even  fix  months  have  fometimes  been 
found  neceflary;  during  which  time, 
the  patient  has  unreinittedly  fuffered  the 

molt 
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moll:  painful  fenfations ;  although  I  am 
now  convinced,  that  from  a  proper  and 
judicious  treatment,  every  fpecies  of  the 
diforder  may  be  cured  in  a  much  lefs  time. 
The  venereal  gonorrhoea,  for  inftance,  in 

its  moji  virulent  ftate,  may  be  effe&ually 

^  *  * 

eradicated  in  a  few  weeks ;  and  when  it  i* 
recent,  may  generally  be  cured  in  ten  or 
'twelve  days.  rr  r.i 

t  * 
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Experience  has  fully  proved,  that  the 
fatal  confequences  of  the  negledt,  or  im- 

'  v  •  *7 

proper  treatment  of  a  gonorrhoea,  are  ex- 

'  *  '  r'  f  f  f  ,  V  |  ’  V  \ 

crefcences,  cicatrices,  and  ftridtures,  with 
painful  fwellings  in  the  urethra,  caufing 
obftrudlions  of  urine,  and  feminal  emif- 
fions,  which  frequently  terminate  in  a 
confirmed  lues  or  fox . 

j  j  ^7  %  r>  f  • 

'  4  v  -  Ji  r 

Nor  does  the  evil  flop  even  there :  up¬ 
wards  of  thirty  thoufand  perfons  are,  by 

computation. 
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computation,  fuppofed  to  be  carried  off 
every  year  in  this  ifland,  by  a  confumption, 
which  diforder  is  deemed  endemial  and 
peculiar  to  this  country,  and  generally 
attributed  to  the  inftability  and  coldnefs  of 
the  climate,  joined  to  its  moifture;  yet 
it  is  an  uncontrovertible  truth,  that  a  con* 
fiderable  fource  of  fo  dreadful  a  mortality 
originates  from  the  various  fucceffive  degrees 
©f  venereal  infection.  For  we  have  too 
many  inftances,  when  the  venereal  poifon 
has  once  infe&ed  the  circulating  fluids, 
that  it  attacks  the  glands  of  the  vifeera, 
whence  a  hecftical  difpofition,  nervous 
atrophy,  and  wafting  of  the  flefh  en- 
fue,  until  at  length  the  body  is  totally  ema¬ 
ciated,  when  death  clofes  the  feene. 

« 

Thefe  are  the  fatal  confequenccs  of  a 
Gonorrhoea,  unlefs  perfectly  and 

%  t 

TIMELY  cured. 


It 


It  is  well  known,  that  no  method  hi - 

\  ... 

therto  offered  to  the  public,  can,  with 
certainty,  remove  that  painful  and  difagree- 
able  fymptom  in  a  recent  gonorrhoea ,  viz. 
the  heat  of  urine ,  until  the  original  com¬ 
plaint  is  nearly  fubdued .  The  author,  how¬ 
ever,  has  fortunately,  difeovered  a  prepa¬ 
ration,  which  effeZi uallyy  and  without  the 
leaf  danger ,  relieves  that  acute  pain ;  and 
when  it  is  combined  with  that  adlive  and 
fubtile  mercurial  preparation,  which  He 
haw  fo  particularly  recommended  in  the 
following  fheets,  radically  cures  the  difeafe. 

A  difeovery,  which,  he  flatters  himfelf,  will 
not  fail  of  becoming  extenfively  ufeful,  by 
not  only  co-operating  in  the  prevention  of  the 
alarming  confequences  already  mentioned, 
but  alfo  by  procuring  that  immediate 
ease,  which  has  been  fought  after  for  fo 
many  years,  with  fo  little  effeft. 
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OBSERVATIONS 


ON  THE 

•  /  *  - 

VENEREAL  DISEASE. 


SECTION  I, 

•  » 

« 

^T'HE  Venereal  Difeafe  is  properly  dif- 
tinguifhed  into  local  and  univerfal* 
In  the  former,  the  venereal  virus  is  con-* 
fined  to  fome  particular  part  of  the  body* 
In  the  latter,  the  infection  is  carried  in¬ 
to  the  blood,  by  means  of  the  abforbent 
veflels,  viz.  the  lymphatics,  and  circulat¬ 
ing  with  it  through  every  part  of  the  body, 
mixes  with  the  feveral  fecretions,  and  in¬ 
fers  the  whole  habit. 

As  it  is  the  former  of  thefe  we  fhall  firft 
fpeak  of,  I  think  it  not  amifs  to  give  a 
brief  defcription  of  the  parts  moft  liable 
to  be  affe&ed,  whilft  it  remains  local,  to 
enable  the  reader  (though  not  a  medical 
man)  to  have  a  better  idea  of  the  fubjecfl. 
Being  convinced  that  the  fuccefsful  treat¬ 
ment  of  local  difeafes,  chiefly  depends  on 

B  '  the 
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the  knowledge  of  the  particular  ftrudtur# 
and  ufe  of  the  parts  affedted. 

This  defcription  is  laid  down  in  the 
niofl  Ample  manner  poflible,  every  unne- 
cefTary  technical  term  is  carefully  avoided, 
and  the  whole  calculated  to  ferve  the  loweft 
capacity,  as  well  as  thofe  whofe  education 
has  been  more  liberal.  An  attempt,  which 
to  the  author's  knowledge  has  not  yet  been 
made,  though  the  extreme  necefiity  of  it, 
to  thofe  who  would  judge  of  the  progrefs 
of  the  cure,  is  too  manifeft  to  need  any 
comments  to  enhance  its  propriety. 

i 

SECTION  II. 

The  Male  Organs  of  Generation . 

The  teftes  or  tefticles  are  two  glands  ap¬ 
propriated  to  the  fecretion  of  the  fetnen- 
from  the  blood.  They  are  fufpended  in  a 
bag  called  the  fcrotum,  into  which  they 
defcend  one  or  two  months  previous  to  the 
birth  of  the  child. 

The  blood  is  carried  to  the  tefticies,  by 
the  two  fpermatic  arteries  which  arife  (molt 
commonly)  from  the  anterior  part  of  the 
aorta,  one  on  each  fide,  a  little  below  the 

emulgents. 
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cmulgents,  and  after  the  femlnal  fecretion 
is  performed,  the  blood  returns  back  into 
the  general  mafs,  by  the  fpermatic  veins. 
That  on  the  right  lide  commonly  enters 
the  trunk  of  the  vena  cava,  lying  on  the 
left  lide  of  the  aorta ;  and  that  on  the  left 
fide  goes  to  the  left  emulgent  vein,  taking 
the  fame  courfe,  as  the  left  fpermatic  artery. 

The  artery  and  vein  on  each  fide,  in  their 
courfe  downwards,  tend  towards  the  groin, 
not  in  a  diredt  courfe,  but  a  little  about, 
to  avoid  being  interrupted  by  the  motion 
of  the  inteftines.  There  is  a  great  variety 
in  the  manner  they  arife  from  the  great 
vefiels.  They  are  connected  to  the  fixed 
parts,  by  cellular  membrane,  and  pafs  un¬ 
der  the  peritoneum,  through  the  ring  of 
the  external  oblique  mufcle  into  the  groin, 
following  nearly  the  fweep  of  the  rim  of 
the  pelvis:  juft  as  they  pierce  the  tendon 
of  the  oblique  mufcle,  they  join  the  vas 
deferens,  and  underneath  the  tendon,  the 
fpermatic  vefiels  have  other  parts  united 
with  them,  when  the  whole  takes  the 
name  of  the  fpermatic  chord. 

The  fpermatic  chord  confifts  of  artery, 
vein,  vas  deferens,  and  cremafter  mufcle, 

with 
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with  nervous  filaments  and  lymphatic  vef- 
fels,  and  pafies  down  by  the  fuperior  pro¬ 
jecting  part  of  the  os  pubis,  juft  over  the 
interior  end  of  Poupart’s  ligament,  and  en¬ 
ters  the  tefticle  at  its  pofterior  fide,  where 
it  is  connected  with  the  tunica  vaginalis. 

The  cremafter  mufcle  is  made  of  fome  of 
the  fibres  of  the  obliquus  internus ,  that 
come  from  the  fpine  of  the  ilium ;  it  inr- 
vefts  the  whole  fpermatic  chord,  and  goes 
with  it  through  the  ring  to  the  tefticles. 
This  mufcle  affifts  in  fufpending  the  tef¬ 
ticles  in  the  fcrotum,  and  fp reads  its  fibres 
over  the  body  of  the  gland,  by  its  aCtion 
it  draws  the  tefticles  upwards,  towards  the 
pubes  :  the  chord  has  alfo  a  thin  fafcia  from 
the  outer  part  of  the  tendon  of  the  external 
oblique  mufcle.  Old  authors  fay  there  is 
a  iheath  proper  to  the  chord  and  tefticles, 
called  by  them,  tunica  vaginalis  communis, 
but  the  fpermatic  chord  has  no  vaginal 
coats,  it  is  connected  to  the  fcrotum  by 
cellular  membrane  only.  But  to  the  tejlicle , 
there  belongs  a  bag,  or  coat,  called  tunica 
vaginalis  propria;  this  bag  is  loofe  from 
the  tefticles  every  where,  except  on  its 
pofterior  part,  where  it  is  connected  with  it 

its 
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its  whole  length.  In  this  bag  the  water  of 
a  hydrocele  is  lodged,  and  obfcures  the 
tefticle,  except  at  its  back  part,  where 
it  may  be  felt  by  the  finger. 

The  tunica  vaginalis,  is  originally  peri¬ 
tonaeum,  as  is  evident  in  the  foetus,  where 
it  is  reflected  over  the  tefticle,  and  forms 
its  outer  coat  called  tunica  albuginea,  fo 
that  the  water  of  a  hydrocele  can  touch  no¬ 
thing  but  this  membrane. 

The  fcrotum  may  be  confidered  as  an 
elongation  pf  the  ikin,  and  cellular  mem¬ 
brane  of  the  penis,  as  by  inflating  the  one, 
we  inflate  the  other ;  on  its  outfide,  it  has 
a  feam,  or  middle  line,  called  the  raphe, 
which  is  continued  from  the  underfide  of 
the  penis,  and  internally ,  this  bag  is  divid¬ 
ed  by  a  partition,  compofed  of  a  firm  cel¬ 
lular  membrane,  called  the  feptum  feroti, 
being  the  duplicature  of  the  internal  cel* 
lular  coat  called  dartos,  which  authors 

4 

have  deferibed  as  a  mufcle,  but  without 
any  reafon,  there  being  nothing  like  a 
mufcular  fibre  to  be  feen  in  it. 

The  tefticle  is  an  oblong  flattifti  body, 
one  end  is  fituated  upwards  and  forwards, 
the  other  downward  and  backwards  j  and, 

at 
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at  its  upper  edge,  has  an  appendix  called 
epididymis. 

The  fubftance  of  the  tefticle  is  vafcular, 
being  chiefly  formed  from  the  convolutions 
of  the  fpermatic  artery,  which  here  fecretes 
the  femen  ;  it  is  inclofed  in  a  ftrong  tendi¬ 
nous  coat  or  covering,  called  tunica  albu¬ 
ginea,  which  is  ciofely  united  with  it, 
though  a  fmall  force  will  feparate  them. 
It  is  owing  to  the  great  ftrength  and  com^ 
pad:  texture  of  this  membrane,  that  the  in¬ 
tolerable  pain  of  a  bruifed  tefticle  arifes : 
fwellings  and  injured  parts  being  more  or 
lefs  painful  in  proportion,  as  they  are  dis¬ 
tended  with  more  or  lefs  difficulty.  Be- 
fides  the  fpermatic  artery  and  vein,  which 
compofe  this  glandular  body,  there  are  fe- 
verai  lymphatic  veflels,  and  branches  of 
nerves,  and  the  femen  is  fecreted  through 
a  number  of  fmall  curling  threads,  called 
vafa  efferentia,  or  tubuli  feminiferi,  which 
make  a  furpriling  number  of  convolutions, 
.and  form  the  epididymis. 

The  epididymis  which  is  fituated  on  the 
pofterior  part  of  the  tefticle,  and  outfide  of 
the  chord,  is  attached  to  the  tefticle  by  the 
veflels  before  mentioned,  and  likewife  at 

both 
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both  its  extremities,  by  the  duplicature  of 
the  tunica  albuginea,  which  having  fupplied 
the  place  of  a  ligament,  afterwards  inverts 
it.  The  pofterior  extremity  of  the  epidi¬ 
dymis  is  incurvated  from  behind,  and 
runs  up  to  form  an  excretory  dud:  called 
the  vas  deferens.  The  tubuli  are  the  fe- 
cretory  veflels  that  carry  the  femen,  and 
though  we  cannot  trace  them  into  the  vas 
deferens,  yet  the  vas  deferens  may  be  traced 
into  thofe  tubes. 

The  vas  deferens  is  the  canal  or  dud: 
which  conveys  the  femen  from  the  tefticle 
to  the  penis.  It  afcends  with  the  fper- 
matic  veflels  towards  the  abdomen,  until 
it  gets  as  high  as  the  fuperior  edge  of  the 
pubis,  when  it  feparates  from  thefe  veflels, 
and  pafling  down  with  the  peritoneum, 
proceeds  to  the  inferior  part  of  the  neck 
of  the  bladder,  where  it  depofits  the  femen 
in  the  veficulas  feminales.  Jt  is  very  thick 
externally  without  the  abdomen,  and  may 
eafily  be  diftinguirtied  in  the  fpermatic 
chord  by  the  finger.  If  quickfilver  is 
poured  into  it,  it  defcends  to  the  lower 
end  of  the  tefticle,  which  fhews  that  the 
epididymis  is  a  continuation  of  this  tube. 

The 
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The  veficulae  ieminales  are  two  white 
fubftances  refembling  the  circumvolutions 
of  the  inteftines  of  a  fmall  bird  :  they  are 
fituated  between  the  redum  and  lower 
part  of  the  bladder,  and  are  fuppofed  to 
ferve  as  the  refervoir  of  the  femen,  until  it 
is  wanted  in  the  ad  of  coition.  There 
are  two  fmall  tubes  formed  by  the  extre¬ 
mities  of  the  vafa  deferentia  and  veficulas 
feminales,  which  enter  the  canal  of  the 
urethra  obliquely  on  each  fide.  The  ve- 
rumontanum,  or  caput  gallinaginis,  which 
is  a  fmall  oblong  eminence,  fuppofed  to  be 
like  the  head  of  a  woodcock,  feems  to  ad 
as  a  fphinder  to  thefe  two  duels.  Thefe 
tubes  or  duds  enter  the  urethra  at  the  bafis 
of  the  proftate  gland,  which  refembles  a 
fmall  heart,  and  is  fituated  clofe  to  the 
bladder,  between  it  and  the  bulb  of  the 
urethra,  having  its  bafis  towards  the  blad¬ 
der,  and  the  apex  or  point  towards  the 
urethra. 

The  penis  is  compofed  of  cellular 
fpongy  fubftances,  called  the  corpora  ca- 
vernofa  penis,  and  the  corpus  fpongiofunT 
urethras.  > 

The  corpora  cavemofa,  which  conftitute 

the 
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the  greateft  part  of  the  penis,  form  nearly 
two  cylindrical  tubes,  the  cavity  of  which 
is  entirely  filled  up  by  a  ftrong  cavernous 
fubftance,  the  cells  of  which  communicate 
with  each  other.  They  lie  clofe  together 
for  the  greateft  part  of  their  length ;  but 
behind  they  feparate  under  the  pubis,  and 
are  fixed,  one  on  each  fide,  to  the  inferior 
part  of  the  os  pubis,  making  what  is  called 
.  the  crura  penis :  at  their  extremity  they 
terminate  in  a  point,  where  they  are  co¬ 
vered  by  the  glans  penis*  The  partition 
betwixt  each  tube  is  called  the  pedten,  and 
for  near  two  thirds  of  its  length,  neareft 
the  glans,  it  is  perforated  into  interfaces 
like  a  comb,  through  which  thefe  caver¬ 
nous  bodies  communicate  ;  but  in  the  other 
third  part  there  are  no  perceptible  interfaces 
or  perforations.  Being  united  laterally  to 
each  other  for  the  greateft  part  of  their 
length,  two  graves  are  formed,  one  on  the 
upper,  the  other  on  the  under  fide. 

In  the  inferior  grove,  the  corpus  fpon- 
giolum  urethras  lies,  which  goes  down  to 
the  perinaeum,  and  forms  the  bulb  of  the 
urethra ;  it  terminates  forward  in  a  confi- 
derable  expanfion,  conftituting  what  is  cal- 

B  led 
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fed  the  glans  penis,  which  is  entirely  a 
continuation  of  this  fpongy  fubftance.  The 
cells  of  the  corpus  fpongiofum  urethrae  do 
not  appear  to  be  fimilar  to  the  cells  in  bone 
and  other  parts,  but  feem  to  be  made  up  of 
plexufes  of  veins. 

The  canal  by  which  both  the  urine  and 
feed  is  conveyed,  is  called  the  urethra;  it 
runs  through  the  corpus  fpongiofum  from 
the  bladder,  and  terminates  at  the  extre¬ 
mity  of  the  glans  by  a  narrow  oblong  ori¬ 
fice.  The  cavity  of  this  canal  begins 
on  the  fide  of  the  bulb  of  the  urethra, 
is  about  the  fize  of  a  goofe  quill,  and  is 
larger  when  the  penis  is  flacid  and  relaxed, 
than  when  it  is  erecft;  which  accounts  for 
the  difficulty  of  making  water  when  the 
penis  is  in  an  ere<ft  ftate.  Juft  within  the 
glans  the  fides  of  this  canal  are  depreffed  ; 
which  depreffion  is  called  foffa  navicularis. 
The  infide  of  the  urethra  is  lined  with  3, 
fine  delicate  membrane  of  exquifite  fenfi- 
hility,  which  is  perforated  by  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  oblong  holes  called  lacunae.  Thefe 
are  the  orifices  of  the  excFetories  of  feveral 
fmall  glands  difperfed  thro*  the  fubftance  of 
the  urethra ;  they  fecrete  a  glairy  fluid,which, 

^  with 
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with  a  fluid  that  comes  from  the  proftate 
and  Cowper’s  glands,  ferves  to  defend  this 
inner  membrane  from  the  ftimulus  of  the 
urine.  Two  of  thefe  lacunas  (which  are 
defcribed  by  Morgagni)  are  more  consider¬ 
able  than  the  reft,  and  are  fituated  near  the 
glans  penis,  the  one  under  the  frasnum, 
and  the  other  near  the  fofla  navicularis : 
there  are  other  two  near  the  bulb  of  the 
urethra,  which  are  the  openings  of  the 
excre:ory  duds  from  two  glands  called 
Cowper’s  glands  :  thefe  glands  are  Situated 
under  the  membranous  part  of  the  ure¬ 
thra  within  the  bulb,  one  on  each  fide. 
The  before-mentioned  membrane  is  con¬ 
tinued  over  the  glans. 

The  mufcles  of  the  penis  are  the  erec- 
tores,  accelerators,  and  tranfverfales.  The 
eredores  penis  arife  near  to  the  tuberofity 
of  the  ifchium,  and  run  forwards  and  up¬ 
wards,  and  terminate  in  the  corpora  caver- 
nofa.  The  accelerators  urime  come  down 
obliquely  backwards  from  the  crura  penis 
on  each  fide,  and  cover  the  bulb  of  the 
urethra,  making,  where  they  meet,  a  ten¬ 
dinous  line  along  the  middle  of  the  bulb. 
The  tranfverfales  perinasi  arife  from  the 

infide 
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infide  of  the  tuberofity  of  the  ifchium,  and 
go  down  to  the  perinaeum. 

The  perineum  is  the  fpace  between  the 
under  part  of  the  penis  and  fcrotum,  and 
the  anterior  edge  of  the  anus. 

The  principal  arteries  are  called  pudicce, 
of  which  one  is  external,  and  the  other 
internal.  The  external  branches  of  the 
crural  arteries,  are  diftributed  to  the  in¬ 
teguments  of  the  penis ;  the  internal  pu- 
y  dica?,  which  are  branches  of  the  iliac  or 
hypogaftric  arteries,  run  through  the  center 
of  each  corpus  cavernofum.  But  the 
courfe  of  circulation  is  different  here  from 
mod:  parts  of  the  body,  as  the  blood  does 
not  pafs  from  the  extreme  arteries  imme¬ 
diately  into  continuous  veins,  but  is  poured 
out  into  an  intermediate  cellular  texture, 
from  which  it  is  afterwards  received  by  the 
extreme  veins,  and  is  returned  by  a  large 
vein  on  the  upper  part  of  the  penis,  which 
runs  in  a  kind  of  groove  formed  by  the  cor¬ 
pora  cavernofa,  and  is  called  vena  magna, 
or  vena  ipfius  penis. 

On  the  outfide  of  each  artery  is  a  nerve 
diflributing  its  branches  to  different  parts, 

■  1  here  are  a  great  many  lymphatic  veffels 

running 
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running  in  all  directions,  which  generally 
accompany  the  large  blood  veiTels.  Their 
coats  have  arteries  and  veins  for  their  nou- 
rilhment,  and  are  endowed  with  great  fal¬ 
libility,  as  appears  from  the  painful  fwel- 
lings  to  which  they  are  fubjed.  They 
therefore  have  nerves,  as  well  as  arteries 
and  veins. 

The  lymphatic  veffels  have  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  valves,  and  convey  the  lymph  to  the 
glands  in  the  groin,  where  they  enter  on 
one  fide,  and  come  out  at  the  other,  in 
their  way  to  the  thoracic  dud. 

The  glands  of  the  groin  may  be  confi- 
dered  as  appendages  to  thefe  lymphatic 
veffels ;  and  being  liable  to  be  affeded  in 
a  gonorrhoea,  from  the  difcharge  being 
prematurely  fuppreffed,  or  from  improper 
treatment  of  this  complaint,  it  feems  ne- 
ceffary  to  take  notice  of  their  fituation  and 
ftrudure. 

A  lymphatic  gland  refembles  a  kidney 
bean,  though  in  different  bodies,  and  in 
different  parts  of  the  fame  body,  a  great 
variety  in  their  fize  and  figure  is  obferved. 
Each  gland  is  a  congeries  of  tubes,  con¬ 
fining  of  arteries,  veins*  lymphatic  veffels, 

and 
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and  nerves,  connected  by  the  cellular  fub- 
ftance. 

The  lymphatic  glands  of  the  groin  are 
fix,  feven,  or  eight  in  number  :  of  thefe 
fome  lie  in  the  very  angle  between  the 
thigh  and  abdomen  ;  and  others  lie  a  few 
inches  down  on  the  fore  part  of  the  thigh. 
It  is  into  thefe  upper  glands  alone,  that 
the  lymphatic  veffels  of  the  genitals  enter  ; 
fo  that  the  venereal  bubo,  which  arifes  in 
confequence  of  an  abforption  of  matter 
from  thefe  organs,  is  always  feated  in  thofe 
upper  glands ;  and  the  lower  glands  are 
never  afte&ed,  except  by  the  regurgitation 
of  the  matter,  which  very  feldom  happens, 
or  from  their  vicinity  to  the  glands  firft 
difeafed. 

As  it  is  the  upper  glands  that  are  affefted 
by  abforption  of  matter  from  the  genitals, 
fo  it  is  the  lower  which  are  commonly  firft 
affe&ed  by  the  acrid  matter  of  an  ulcer, 
difeafed  joint,  or  carious  bone,  in  the  parts 
below  thofe  glands  :  a  circumftance  that 
may  aftift  us  in  the  diagnofis  of  thofe  two 
kinds  of  buboes  ;  remembering,  that  this 
rule  may  be  liable  to  an  exception  from 
one  of  the  lymphatic  veffels  puffing  the 

lower 
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lower  glands,  and  only  entering  the  upper. 
And  fometimes  a  lymphatic  veffel  will  pafs 
by  all  the  glands  without  entering  one  of 
them,  and  continue  on  to  the  thoracic 
duCt. 

This  obfervation  may  account  for  the 
venereal  poifon  being  fometimes  taken  into 
the  habit,  without  occafioning  a  bubo ,  by  in¬ 
flaming  a  lymphatic  gland  in  its  paftage. 

The  integuments  of  the  penis  are  the 
fame  as  in  other  parts  of  the  body.  It  has 
cellular  membrane,  which  is  here  very 
tough,  fo  as  to  have  been  called  by  fome  a 
tendinous  flieath.  Where  the  penis  is  con¬ 
ceded  to  the  fore  part  of  the  fymphyfls  of 
the  pubis,  the  cellular  membrane  is  parti¬ 
cularly  Arong,  and  has  been  called  liga- 
mentum  fufpenforium  ;  but  it  is  not  pro¬ 
perly  a  ligament,  and  feems  to  be  only 
common  membranous  connection.  Near 
the  glans  penis  this  membrane  is  reticular , 
not  cellular . 

The  cuticle,  fkin  and  rete  mucofum  are, 
very  thin  on  the  penis,  and  have  feldom  if 
ever  any  fat  under  them,  even  in  the  fatteft 
bodies.  Thefe  parts  are  fupplied  with 

many  fmall  branches  of  nerves.  The  pre¬ 
puce. 
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puce,  which  covers  or  inclofes  the  glans* 
is  nothing  more  than  a  fold  of  fkin,  and 
the  fkin  reflected  over  the  glans  makes  its 
coat.  Underneath  it  makes  a  tight  band, 
called  the  foenum,  which  is  fixed  to  the 
tinder  fide  of  the  glans,  and  draws  it  down 
in  erection.  The  frasnum  is  fometimes 

*  V  >  T  *  **  *  *  '  m 

originally  too  tight ;  in  that  cafe,  it  may 

be  divided  by  incifion. 

Near  the  bafis  of  the  glans  penis  is  a 
circular  border,  called  corona  glandis  : 
round  the  bafis  are  a  number  of  fmall 
glands,  which  fecrete  a  fluid  or  mucus, 
that  is  of  a  fifhy  fmell  when  it  has  been 
retained  for  any  time  under  the  prepuce. 
There  is  a  little  hole  on  each  fide,  that 
appears  (by  the  help  of  a  magnifier)  to  be 
the  fource  of  this  fluid. 

Here  it  may  not  be  improper  to  recom¬ 
mend  frequent  wafhing  and  bathing  of  the 
parts,  as  this  fluid,  by  being  retained,  be¬ 
comes  acrimonious,  and  a  difcharge  like  a 
clap  enfues :  and  it  is  very  probable,  that 
many  cutaneous  aifeafes  originate  from 
want  of  cleanlinefs,  by  which  the  pores  of 
the  fkin  are  obftrudled. 

The  fame  kind  of  mucus  is  fecreted  from 

the 
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the  glans  clytoridis  in  women,  as  from  the 
glans  penis  in  men  ;  and  women  are  more 
frequently  troubled  with  this  complaint 
than  men.  It  caufes  an  itching  all  over 
the  Ikin  of  thofe  parts,  and  moftly  pro* 
ceeds  from  internal  uncleanlinefs.  The 
warm  bath,  or  frequent  wafhing  the  parts 
affedted,  generally  relieves ;  if  not,  a  pro¬ 
per  ufe  of  the  aqua  faturnina  eamphorata 
\vill  feldom  fail  to  accomplifh  that  end*, 

SECTION  III. 

The  gonorrhoea,  fpeaking  in  general,  is 
a  preternatural  difcharge  from  the  urethra ; 
and  when  it  is  not  the  effedt  of  venereal 
poifon,  it  is  occasioned  either  by  fharp 
juices  in  the  conftitution,  or  fometimes  it 
is  quite  local. 

Some  have  thought  that  the  difcharge 
flowed  from  the  lacunas ;  others  from  the 
proftate  gland ;  and  others  from  the  vefi- 
Culas  feminales.  It  is  evident,  however, 
that  the  clap  affedts  not  only  one,  but  every 
part  of  the  urethra  ;  that  is,  though  at  firfl 
it  may  aifedt  only  one  particular  part,  it 
lpreads  from  one  to  another,  if  not  timely 
fubdued,  until  it  affects  the  whole  canal. 

C  ft 
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It  is  obferved,  that  the  venereal  poifon* 
affe&s  only  thofe  parts  that  are  without  a 
cuticle,  or  where  it  is  very  thin  ;  which  is 
the  reafon  why  we  find  the  urethra  fo 
commonly  affedted,  and  not  the  fkin  of  the 
penis  :  or  if  there  is  any  crack  in  the  cu¬ 
ticle,  or  little  fore  about  the  penis,  a 
chancre  is  the  confequence  of  the  applica¬ 
tion  of  the  venereal  poifon  to  that  part, 
though  there  may  be  a  difcharger  from  the 
urethra  notwithftanding. 

The  morbific  matter  which  produces  the 
venereal  difeafe,  from  its  effects,  appears  to 
be  of  a  fpecific  nature,  and  different  from 
any  other  infe&ious  matter  with  which  we 
are  acquainted. 

The  fpecijic  nature  of  the  venereal  poifoit, 
has  been  the  fubjedt  of  many  fruitlefs  en¬ 
quiries,  and  is  perhaps  unknown.  We 
are  told  by  one  *  of  the  moft  eminent 
chymifts  perhaps  in  Europe,  that  it  is  too 
fubtile  for  chymical  analyfis,  and  therefore 
can  only  be  difcovered  by  its  effects. 

“  It  is  obferved,  that  its  operation  upon 
the  human  body  differs  according  to  the 

*  Dr.  Saunders,  Prof.  Cbym.  aad  Phydcian  to  Guy*$ 
Hofpital. 

part& 


] 

parts  w'hich  are  primarily  affedled,  the 
manner  in  which  it  has  been  communi¬ 
cated,  and  perhaps  according  to  the  degree 
of  virulence  in  the  original  infection,  as 
a]fo  the  habit  of  body  of  the  perfon  who 
receives  it.  In  fbme  it  unites  more  readily 
with  the  fluids,  and  produces  its  effedls  on 
the  different  fecretions ;  in  others,  it  at¬ 
tacks  the  more  folid  bones,  and  infinuates 
itfelf  into  their  very  fu bilance.  In  feme 
it  caufes  the  mofl  excruciating  pains ;  in 
others,  the  mofl  virulent  and  fanious  ul¬ 
cers  :  in  many  it  lies  in  the  conflitution 
dormant  and  inadlive,  ready  to  break  out 
in  various  forms,  and  with  much  violence, 
from  fome  occafional  .caufe.”* 

From  the  effedls  it  produces  in  the  con- 
flitution,  it  feems  reafbnable  to  conclude, 
that  it  is  of  a  peculiar  acrid  nature,  and  it 
probably  becomes  more  or  lefs  acrimonious, 
according  to  the  different  temperament  of 
the  patient.  The  mofl  virulent  infedtion 
in  fome  conflitutions,  produces  a  gentle 
difeafe,  whilfl,  in  others,  the  flightefl: 
infedlion  gives  rife  to  the  mofl  violent 
and  obflinate  fymptoms.  As  this  difference 

*  Dr.  Saunders. 
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may  arife  from  the  patient’s  blood  being 
tainted  with  a  fcorbutic  or  fcrophulous 
leaven,  is  it  not  reafonable  to  fuppofe  the 
different  degrees  of  malignity  in  a  great 
meafure  depends  on  the  conftitution  of  the 
party  receiving  the  infection  ? 

It  has  been  a  matter  undetermined,  m 
tyhat  manner  the  infe&ion  is  com  muni-: 
cated,  when  taken  by  coition :  it  feerfts 
mod  probable,  that  the  venereal  poifon 
is  imbibed  by  the  lymphatic  veffels  of  the 
glans  penis,  whofe  orifices,  in  confequence 
cf  a  particular  organization,  are  difpofed  to 
abforb  the  infedted  matter.  The  late  in¬ 
genious  Mr.  Hewfon,  in  his  experimental 
enquiries,  obferves,  that  thofe  parts  of  the 
fkin  which  are  intended  to  have  more  fen- 
fibility  than  the  reft,  have  thofe  proceffes 
called  villi  moft  remarkable.  This  is  evi¬ 
dent  from  a  minute  injection,  when  we 
compare  the  lips,  glans  pe?iis>  and  other 
parts ;  and  whenever  abforption  is  per¬ 
formed,  the  blood  veflels  become  turgid, 

,  and  the  orifices  of  the  villi  ftand  rigidly 
open;  fo  that  thofe  parts  being  more  liable 
to  be  infedted  than  others,  feems^M  much 
to  depend  on  the  thinnefs  of  the  cuticle, 
v  .  as 
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as  to  their  being  more  difpofed  to  abforp- 
tion,  from  having  more  of  thefe  proceffes 
called  villi.  The  great  Boerhaave  was  of 
opinion,  that  the  time  of  imbibing  the 
infedion,  is  when  the  penis  begins  to  fub- 
fide  from  its,  turgid  ftate  in  the  venereal 
paroxyfm. 

The  difeharge  which  appears  foon  after 
taking  the  infection,  is  owing  to  the  fti- 
jnulus  of  the  venereal  poifon,  which,  by 
irritating  the  orifices  of  the  excretory  dudts, 
caufes  a  greater  fecretion  of  mucus  from 
the  fubjacent  glands.  1  hus  it  is  obferved, 
that  when  any  fharp  acrid  matter  irritates 
the  ftomach  and  interlines,  immediately 
the  glands  in  thofe  parts  emit  a  lubricating 
fluid  to  blunt  the  irritating  fpiculas.  It 
muft  therefpre  be  confidered  only  as  an  ef- 
fufion  of  lymph  fecreted  from  the  different 
glands,  which  acquires  a  more  vifeid  con- 
fiftence,  and  becomes  of  a  more  acrid  na¬ 
ture,  from  the  inflammatory  ftate  of  the 
fecretory  and  excretory  veffels,  and  appears 
like  pus  or  matter. 

The  quantity  of  the  difeharge  is  differ¬ 
ent  in  different  people,  and  in  the  fame 
perfoq  at  different  times,  owing  to  the  dif¬ 
ferent 

*  i  . 


[  23  ] 

ferent  ftate  of  the  parts  affefted,  as  well  as 
the  degree  of  flimulus  that  is  applied. 

The  variety  in  the  colour  of  the  dif- 
charge,  feems  alfo  to  depend  on  the  dif¬ 
ferent  ftate  of  the  fecretory  and  excretory 
veflels,  which  appear  to  poflefs  a  power  of 
changing  the  lymph  from  its  natural  ftate, 
into  a  fluid  like  pus  or  matter ;  and  there-  * 
fore,  according  to  the  kind  and  degree  of 
inflammation,  the  difcharge  may  vary,  as 
in  weak  relaxed  habit^,  the  fluid  may  be 
of  a  mild  nature ;  fo  in  inflammatory 
cafes,  where  the  veflfels  afl:  ftrongly,  the 
difcharge,  in  confequence  of  that  ftrong 
action,  may  acquire  a  more  famous  ap¬ 
pearance.  It  has  been  fuppofed  by  fome, 
that  this  variety  of  colour  is  owing  to  the 
adventitious  mixture  of  blood  or  pus, 
from  the  venereal  virus  corroding  fome 
capillary  blood  veffel.  But  Mr.  Percivai 
Pott  obferves,  that  inflammation  and  ir¬ 
ritation  of  the  membranous  linings  of  the 
urethra  and  vagina,  will  fully  account  for 
all  the  appearances  in  this  difeafe,  when 
there  is  neither  ulcer,  or  abscess. 

The  fame  eminent  furgeon  alfo  obferves, 

“  That 
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**  That  in  cafe  of  ftridures  in  the  male 
urethra,  the  difcharge  occafioned  by  a 
bougie,  properly  and  judicioufy  ufed,  is  a 
difcoloured  mucus ,  and  not  Matter,  though 
it  is  generally  fo  called  by  Daran  and  o- 
thers.  It  is  from  the  difcharge  of  this 
mucus,  and  the  dilatation  of  the  pafiage, 
that  the  relief  is  obtained,  and  ?iot  from 
any  deftrudion  or  divifion  of  the  parts. 
The  bougie  which  produces  true  mat¬ 
ter,  does  much  more  harm  than  good, 
and  makes  a  fore  where  there  was  none, 
and  where  there  ought  to  be  none. 

The  inflammation  may  be  of  two  kinds, 
ervfipelatous,  or  phlegmonic  $  but  we 
have  reafon  to  fuppofe,  that  it  is  generally 
the  former,  or  that  kind  of  eryfipelas  dif- 
tinguilhed  by  the  name  of  erythema,  where 
the  veflels  on  the  furface  of  the  membrane 
in  the  urethra,  communicating  with  the 
rete  mucofum,  are  affeded.  We  are  of 
this  opinion,  becaufe,  though  the  inflam¬ 
mation  may  affed  only  one  particular  part, 
the  morbid  a  fled  ion  is  quickly  communi¬ 
cated  to  the  whole  extent  of  the  urethra  * 
and  the  eryfipelatous  inflammation  is  often 
difpofed  to  fpread  from  one  place  to  ano¬ 
ther 
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ther  on  the  fame  furface,  and  in  fo  doing* 
to  leave  the  place  it  had  at  firft  occupied  * 
That  kind  of  fenfation, '  which  is  felt  as 
if  the  penis  was  comprefled  by  the  hand, 
feems  to  be  owing  to  the  lymphatic  veflels 
being  inflamed,  which  are  very  fufceptible 
of  pain  in  that  ftate,  and  are  affe&ed  by  the 
diftenfion  of  the  adjoining  blood  veflels, 
and  the  cellular  fpongy  parts  of  the  penis. 
The  frequent  erections  during  this  com¬ 
plaint  are  generally  involuntary  and  fpaf- 
modic,  and  are  effected  by  the  venereal 
ftimulus,  as  we  obferve  a  fimiiar  effedt  is 
produced  in  people  advanced  in  years,  and 
alfo  in  young  children,  in  a  morning,  from 
the  ftimulus  of  the  urine.  Ballonius  has 
given  a  very  ufeful  hint  from  this  phe¬ 
nomenon,  viz.  “  Let  him  who  is  not  very 
potent  in  his  generative  faculties,”  fays  he, 
“  perform  copulation,  after  much  titilla- 
fion,  with  his  urine  retained \  and  having  a 
great  delire  to  difcharge  it.” 

The  chordee  arifing  from  venereal  in- 
fedlion  is  of  two  kinds  :  the  fir  ft*  which 
is  the  moft  common,  happens  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  veflels  of  the  cavernous  body 
of  the  urethra  being  inflamed  j  fo  that  the 
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penis  in  eredtion  is  drawn  down  in  a  curve. 
The  fecond,  is,  when  the  penis  feems  to 
be  tied  round  with  a  cord,  which  is  owing 
to  a  lymphatic  veffel  being  inflamed,  which 
runs  in  that  direction. 

In  a  recent  gonorrhoea,  the  fcalding  or 
heat  of  urine  is  occafioned  by  the  internal 
membrane  of  the  urethra  being  inflamed 
or  excoriated,  and  the  mucus,  which  is 
deftined  to  lubricate  and  defend  this  mem¬ 
brane,  from  the  faline  particles  of  the 
urine,  inftead  of  being  a  mild  emollient 
fluid,  is  vitiated  and  depraved,  and  be¬ 
comes  of  a  thin  acrid  nature.  This  lubri¬ 
cating  fluid  is  fometimes  deficient  alfo  in 
quantity,  from  fome  of  the  larger  canals 
being  obliterated,  in  confequence  of  inflam¬ 
mation,  fo  that  the  tender  membrane  is 
left  without  its  proper  defence,  and  the 
urine,  as  it  pafles,  irritates  and  caufes 
pain. 

This  fymptom  may  alfo  arife  without 
any  venereal  diforder,  and  fometimes  hap¬ 
pens  from  the  great  acrimony  of  the  urine, 
owing  to  its  being  too  long  retained  in  the 
bladder,  or  not  properly  fecreted,  from  ?a 
mal-xonformationof  the  ureters  and  kidneys. 

D  The 
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The  late  celebrated  Baron  Haller  ob- 
ferves,  that  the  genital  organs  are  both 
fenjible  and  irritable ,  and  are  endowed  with 
an  irritability,  peculiar  to  themfelves.  And 
that  as  irritability  depends  on  the  mucus, 
the  different  degrees  of  irritability  are  pro¬ 
portioned  to  the  different  confidence  of  the 
mucus, 

SECTION  IV. 

Symptoms  of  a  recent  Venereal  InfeSlion , 

It  is  obvious  to  common  fenfe,  that  in 
order  to  perform  an  effectual  cure  in  vene¬ 
real  complaints,  it  is  neceffary  to  know, 
whether  the  diforder  is  local,  and  in  a  re¬ 
cent  date,  or  whether  there  is  reafon  tQ 
apprehend  that  the  infe&ion  is  abforbed, 
and  the  whole  habit  infe&ea.  We  have 
too  many  inftances,  where  the  diforder  has 
been  treated  with  medicines  that  have  not 
an  antivenereal  quality,  whereby  an  illu- 
fory  cure  was  obtained,  and  though  the 
fymptoms  were  fuppreffed,  the  caufe  was 
not  eradicated,  but  reappeared  upon  exer- 
cife,  freer  living,  or  venereal  embraces. 

When 
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When  a  perfonhas  had  connexions  with 
a  woman,  if  he  has  received  any  venereal 
infedion,  a  difcharge  from  the  penis  is 
obferved,  which  leaves  a  ftain  upon  the 
linen,  like  a  drop  of  milk ;  and  if  it  is 
attentively  examined,  a  fmall  fpot  of  a  yel¬ 
low  or  green  colour,  and  of  a  thicker  con¬ 
fidence,  is  perceived  in  the  middle  of  it. 
It  commonly  makes  its  appearance  in  two, 
three  or  four  days  after  the  infedion  has 
been  received,  if  the  patient  has  taken 
any  fevere  exercife,  particularly  on  horfe- 
back,  or  has  been  living  intemperately.  If 
he  is  of  a  healthy  habit  of  body,  and  has 
lived  temperately,  it  is  frequently  longer  be¬ 
fore  any  fymptoms  arife,  to  indicate  that  he 
has  got  the  infedion.  Sometimes  previous 
to  any  difcharge,  there  is  a  kind  of  tick¬ 
ling  fenfation  perceived  on  making  water, 
in  or  near  the  tefticles,  which  is  fre¬ 
quently  attended  with  a  heat  or  fcalding, 
called  ardor  urina?,  efpecially  when  the 
laft  drops  of  urine  come  away.  At  other 
times,  before  any  difcharge  is  perceived, 
the  orifice  of  the  urethra  looks  red  and  in¬ 
flamed  ;  and  if  the  patient  ufes  much  ex¬ 
ercife,  a  forenefs  is  felt  on  that  part,  by 

the 
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the  rubbing  of  the  fhirt,  fhould  the  glans 
be  uncovered. 

When  the  above  fymptoms  appear  a  few 
days  after  having  connexions  with  a  wo¬ 
man,  the  perfon  ought  to  apply  for  proper 
relief,  as’ he  may  be  well  aflured  he  is  in- 
feXed,  particularly,  if  a  fcalding  accompa¬ 
nies  the  difcharge. 

When  the  running  comes  on  a  few  hours 
after  a  connexion  of  this  kind,  with  no 
heat  or  fmarting  on  making  water,  and 
is  a  clear  pellucid  fluid,  it  is  moftly  a 
gleet ;  but  £hould  it  be  difcoloured \  and  at¬ 
tended  with  heat  of  urine,  it  is  moft  proba¬ 
bly  an  old  infeXion,  that  has  been  prema¬ 
turely  flopped. 

Sometimes  (though  not  often)  in  a  recent 
infeXion,  a  difcharge  is  perceived  behind 
the  glans  or  nut,  and  from  the  internal 
part  of  the  praepuce  or  forefkin,  without 
any  difcharge  from  the  urethra,  this  fymp- 
tom  is  generally  occafioned  by  a  former 
infeXion,  except  it  is  in  confequence  of 
uncleanlinefs,  and  then  it  is  not  vene¬ 
real.  Thefe  are  the  common  fymptoms  of 
the  mildeft  fpecies  of  gonorrhoea,  which 
by  the  ufe  of  proper  remedies,  may  be 

cured 
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cured  in  a  few  days— hence  appears  the  ad* 
vantage  of  applying  early  for  relief. 

When  proper  methods  of  treatment  are 
not  purfued,  as  the  diforder  advances,  the 
venereal  virus  acquires  a  greater  degree  of 
acrimony,  the  inflamation  becomes  more 
general,  and  frequently  affedts  the  parts 
near  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  a  more  co¬ 
pious  difcharge  from  the  urethra  enfues, 
which  is  of  a  thicker  confidence,  and  of  a 
yellow,  green,  or  bloody  colour*;  often  a 
throbbing  and  heat  in  the  perinaeum  is 
perceived,  with  a  frequent  defire  to  make 
water,  and  often  a  drangury  ;  the  erec¬ 
tions  are  more  frequent  and  painful,  and 
the  penis  is  in  a  manner  incurvated,  or 
bent  double,  particularly  when  the  patient 
is  warm  in  bed.  This  pain,  in  eredtion, 
is  called  a  chordee.  When  thefe  laid 
fymptoms  appear,  it  is  prefumed  that  the 
feminal  veffels,  prodate  gland,  and  the 
parts  adjacent  to  the  bladder,  are  affedted, 
which  require  a  more  judicious  treatment 
than  is  generally  met  with  in  this  metropo¬ 
lis.  Under  thefe  circumdances,  fhould  the 
difcharge  be  fuppreffed,  before  the  venereal 
poifon  is  entirely  fubdued,.  a  bubo,  or  fwel- 
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led  tefticle  will  moft  probably  be  thd 
confequence. 

A  bubo  feldom  appears  foon  after  the  in¬ 
fection  is  received,  but  in  confequence  of 
negleCt,  mifmanagement  in  the  treatment, 
or  from  fome  error  committed  by  the 
patient  himfelf.  When  this  fwelling  in 
the  groin  happens  in  a  recent  gonorrhoea, 
a  flight  pain  and  ftiffnefs  is  felt  in  the  part, 
a  day  or  two  before  the  tumor  or  fwelling 
is  perceived  ;  and  in  plethoric  habits  the 
gland  is  painful  and  the  part  looks  inflam¬ 
ed.  But,  if  it  arifes  in  confequence  of  the 
mafs  of  fluids  being  infeCted,  there  is  fel¬ 
dom  any  ftiffnefs  or  pain  perceived  at  firft, 
nor  any  remarkable  heat,  tenfion,  or  pul- 
fation,  in  the  part  affedted,  but  the  tumor 
has  a  foft  cedematous  feel,  and  there  is  no 
difcolouration  of  the  fkin.  Therefore, 
in  a  bubo  which  is  owing  to  a  recent  in- 
feClion,  the  venereal  poifon,  which  occa- 
lions  the  tumor,  is  conveyed  by  the  lym¬ 
phatics  of  the  penis  to  the  inguinal  glands, 
where  moft  commonly  it  remains  for  fome 
time,  and  it  is  attended  with  lefs  danger  to 
the  conftitution,  than  when  it  arifes  with¬ 
out  any  manifejl  caufe,  as  it  then  proceeds 
from  a  venereal  taint  in  the  conftitution. 

It 
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It  has  been  generally  fuppofed,  as  the 
lymphatic  veflels  of  the  penis  pafs  through 
the  inguinal  glands  in  their  way  to  the 
thoracic  du<5t,  and  as  the  venereal  infec¬ 
tion  is  carried  into  the  habit  by  thefe  vef¬ 
fels,  that  previous  to  the  venereal  virus 
being  taken  into  the  general  mafs  of  fluids 
and  producing  a  pox,  the  lymphatic  glands 
in  the  groin  fhould  always  be  infe&ed,  and 
confequer.tly  inflamed,  and  occafion  a  bu¬ 
bo,  putting  the  practitioner  timely  on  his 
guard  to  purfue  fuch  methods  as  may  be 
moft  likely  to  prevent  the  habit  from  re¬ 
ceiving  any  venereal  taint.  But  fince  the 
lymphatic  fyflem  has  been  fo  minutely 
traced  by  diffedtion,  and  accurately  defcrib- 
ed  by  my  late  worthy  friend  Mr.  Hewfon, 
we  find  that  the  lymphatic  veflels  do  not 
always  pafs  through  the  glands  ;  it  may 
therefore  happen  that  the  venereal  poifon 
may,  upon  being  abfor|ed,  pafs  into  the 
circulating  mafs  of  fluids,  by  one  of  the 
lateral  branches,  without  entering  a  lympha¬ 
tic  gland,  or  inflaming  it.  That  this  is 
probable  will  evidently  appear  by  examin¬ 
ing  the  third  plate  in  Mr.  Hewfon’s  ex¬ 
perimental  enquiries,  of  the  lymhpatic 
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fyftem,  where  the  mercury  (in  making 
the  preparation)  appears  to  have  patted 
from  the  groin,  the  whole  length  of  the 
trunk  of  the  body,  without  entering  a  lym¬ 
phatic  gland.  From  which  fact  may  be 
underftood  how  the  venereal  poiion  fome- 
times  enters  the  habit,  and  produces  a  pox, 
without  occafioning  a  bubo.  Inftances  of 
which  every  careful  obferver  mutt:  have 
remarked. 

The  variolous  matter  introduced  by  in- 
noculation,  although  it  frequently  produ¬ 
ces  inflammation  and  fwelling  of  the 
glands  in  the  axilla,  or  arm  pit,  yet  is  not 
always  attended  with  thofe  fymptoms. 
Another  reafcn  why  thefe  poifons  do  not 
eonjlantly  affedt  the  lymphatic  glands  in 
their  way  into  the  body,  may  be  the  dimi- 
nifhed  fenfibility  of  thefe  glands,  in  fome 
particular  cafes :  whence  the  fame  poifon 
which  at  one  time  would  have  produced  the 
word:  efxedts,  may  at  another  pafs  through 
thefe  glands  without  inflaming  them. 

The  lymphatic  veflels  conveying  the 
poifon  which  inflames  them,  may  be  tra¬ 
ced  particularly  when  the  infedtion  is  re¬ 
ceived  by  the  hand,  as  fometimes  it  hap¬ 
pens* 
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peris  in  differing  dead  bodies  infefted  with 
the  venereal  difeafe,  if  there  be  any  cut  or 
crack  in  the  cuticle.  A  fmall  red  itreak 
may  be  obferved,  which  is  the  inflamed 
lymphatic  veflel  running  along  the  fore 
arm,  difappearing  at  the  bend  of  the  joint, 
and  appearing  above  pafling  into  the  axil¬ 
lary  gland  urider  the  arm,  where  a  bubo  is 
formed. 

Moft  elegant  preparations  of  the  lym¬ 
phatic  Veflels,  made  by  Mr.  Cruikfhanks> 
are  £hewn  at  Dr.  Hunter’s  anatomical  lec¬ 
tures; 

Cancerous  ulcers,  commonly  called 
chancres,  may  happen  either  with  or 
without  a  difcharge  from  the  urethra ;  and 
though  they  are  fometimes  merely  local, 
in  confequcnce  of  the  venereal  poilon  hav¬ 
ing  been  depofited  on  the  glans,  yet  they 
are  more  frequently  fymptoms  of  a  general 
taint. 

When  they  appear  foon  after  the  infec¬ 
tion  is  received,  they  are  commonly  near 
the  orifice  of  the  urethra,  or  on  the  glans, 
often  affe&ing  the  fraenum,  and  fometimes 
underneath  the  prepuce.  In  this  fituation, 
they  are  attended  with  great  pain  and  in- 
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flammation,  and  frequently  occafion  a 
phymofis. 

But  when  they  arife  in  confequence  of 
an  infedled  habit,  they  are  not  fo  painful, 
and  are  generally  accompanied  with  1’ome 
other  fymptom  of  a  confirmed  pox,  fuch 
as  ulcers  in  the  throat,  no&urnal  pains, 
fcurfy  eruptions  about  the  roots  of  the 
hair,  and  eruptions  in  other  parts  of  the 
body,  which  commonly  are  fufficient  fymp- 
toms  to  diftinguifh  them  by.  But  by  at¬ 
tending  to  the  nature  of  the  difcharge,  for 
a  few  days,  the  difference  is  obvious.  In 
the  latter  cafe,  it  is  more  famous  and  acrid  5 
fo  much  fo,  that  it  deftroys  the  part,  and 
is  not  fo  eafily  checked  by  topical  appli¬ 
cations  5  whereas  in  chancres  arifing  from 
recent  infection,  the  difcharge  is  not  of  fo 
acrid  a  nature,  though  the  pain  and  in¬ 
flammation  is  greater. 

The  phymofis  is  fuch  a  conftriftion  of 
the  praepuce  or  forefkin  over  the  glansr  as 
prevents  it  from  being  drawn  backwards. 

The  paraphymofis  is  fuch  a  conftridion 
behind  the  glans,  as  hinders  it  from  being 
drawn  forwards . 

Thefe  fymptoms  are  not  always  the  ef¬ 
fect- 
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fed  of  a  venereal  caufe,  though,  in  gene¬ 
ral,  they  are  occasioned  by  chancres,  or  a 
defluxion  excited  by  the  acrimony  of  the 
venereal  poifon. 

Therefore,  when  we  find  that  local 
Symptoms,  fuch  as  chancres,  bubos,  &c. 
though  owing  at  firft  to  recent  infedion, 
do  not  give  way  to  the  ufual  treatment, 
or  break  out  again,  after  having  been  ap¬ 
parently  cured,  without  a  frefh  infedion, 
we  may  with  great  probability  conclude, 
that  the  venereal  poifon  has  gained  admif- 
fion  into  the  blood,  and  tainted  the  gene-  * 
ral  mafs  of  fluids.  But  if,  at  the  fame 
time,  we  find  ulcers  in  the  throat,  dry 
fcabby  eruptions  on  the  fkin,  or  appearing 
amongft  the  hair,  we  may  be  aflured,  that 
it  is  a  confirmed  lues  or  pox.  Other  fure 
figns  are  thofe  deep  feated  pains,  which 
are  felt  chiefly  in  the  night,  on  the  £hin 
bones,  arms,  head,  and  fometimes  on  the 
fhoulder  blades ;  alfo  thofe  hard  indolent 
Swellings,  as  nodes  in  the  periofteum,  and 
exoftofis  upon  the  bones,  which,  when 
they  are  painful,  may  be  fuppofed  to  pro¬ 
ceed  from  a  venereal  caufe. 

'  Thefe  are  the  moft  mcinifejl  figns  of  a 
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confirmed  lues ;  there  are  others,  which 
are  merely  equivocal,  and  except  they  are 
attended  with  other  fymptoms,  cannot  be 
deemed  certain  figns  of  the  venereal  difeafe, 
fuch  as  violent  inflammations  of  the  eyes, 

9 

obftinate  headachs,  wandering  and  obfti- 
nate  pains  in  different  parts  of  the  body; 
none  of  which  can  be  known  to  be  vene¬ 
real,  except  they  coincide  with  fome  or 
other  of  the  more  certain  figns. 

It  ought  therefore  to  be  remembered, 
that  a  confirmed  pox,  however  flight  the 
fymptoms  may  be,  which  give  the  firfl: 
notice  of  it,  is  a  very  ferious  diforder ; 
lince  if  it  is  improperly  treated,  or  ne¬ 
glected  in  the  beginning,  it  hardly  ever 
fails,  fconer  or  later,  to  introduce  a  train 
of  fymptoms,  which  not  only  render  the 
patient  miferable  to  himfelf,  but,  under, 
fome  circumftances,  a  nuifance  to  fociety. 
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SECTION  V. 

Qtl  the  Cure  of  the  recent  gonorrhoea. 

From  what  has  been  faid  concerning  the 
nature  and  effects  of  a  virulent  gonorrhoea, 
it  plainly  appears  to  be  the  confequence  of 
a  preternatural  irritation  in  fome  one,  and 
Jometimes  in  all  the  parts,  which  have 
been  fliewn  to  be  the  feat  of  the  diforder. 
Now  fince  this  irritation  is  undoubtedly 
produced  by  the  ftimulus  of  the  venereal 
virus,  the  plain,  and  obvious  indication  of 
cure,  muft  be,  to  remove  the  irritating 
caufe ;  that  is,  to  fubdue  and  deftroy  the 
venereal  poifon,  by  fuch  methods  as  are 
moft  likely  to  anfwer  this  purpofe. 

To  enumerate  the  feveral  ancient  authors 
who  have  wrtiten  on  this  fubjeCt,  would 
be  an  arduous  and  endlefs  talk ;  and  to 
mention  the  feveral  methods  they  pro- 
pofed  for  the  cure  of  a  recent  gonorrhcea, 
would  be  productive  of  no  ufeful  purpofe. 

Let  us  then  enquire  into  the  general 
practice  of  authors  of  a  more  modern 
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date.  We  are  told  in  a  late  publication, 
that  the  generality  of  authors  are  agreed, 
that  purging  is  the  remedy  for  the  gonor¬ 
rhoea,  as  is  falivation  for  a  confirmed  pox  * 
and  for  the  fcalaing  in  making  water, 
(called  ardor  urinae)  that  bleeding  is  the 
fovereign  remedy. 

A  mod  eminent  furgeon  *  has  made  the 
following  juft  obfervation,  **  That  the 
merely  curing  difeafes,  is  not  all  that  is  re¬ 
quired  ;  that  was  done,  fooner  or  later , 
while  furgery  and  anatomy  were  in  their 
moft  imperfect  ftate,  and  while  every 
branch  of  medicine  laboured  under  many 
inconveniences,  which  are  now  happily 
removed ;  but  the  different  methods,  in 
which  chirurgical  diforders  are  treated,  or 
their  cures  attempted,  will  make  fo  confi- 
derable  a  difference  in  the  confinement  and 
Jifferings  of  the  patient,  as  to  be  very  well 
worth  attending  to.” 

In  plethoric  habits,  if  the  inflammation 
be  very  great ,  bleeding  and  gentle  purga¬ 
tives  may  fiometimes  be  neceffary,  as  auxil¬ 
iaries,  we  allow  5  but  they  become  ufeful, 

#  Mr.  Perciyal  Pott. 
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more  on  account  of  the  bad  habit  of  body 
occafioned,  too  frequently,  by  van*  us 
kinds  of  excefs,  than  from  the  nature  or 
the  difeafe  itfelf.  When  the  pain  is  be¬ 
come  great,  from  whatever  caufe,  there 
will  be  an  extraordinary  flow  of  blood  and 
humours  to  the  veffels  in  the  parts  affect¬ 
ed,  which,  by  diflending  the  canals,  and 
cellular  fubftance,  will  increafe  the  in¬ 
flammation  :  therefore,  diminifhing  the 
quantity  of  circulating  fluids,  removes  the 
plethora,  or  too  great  fulnefs  of  the  vef¬ 
fels,  diminifhes  the  tone  of  the  moving 
fibres,  and  tends  to  prevent  the  occurrence 
of  a  topical  determination  of  the  blood,  to 
the  part  affeCted  :  but  where  the  confuta¬ 
tion  is  debilitated,  or  fcorbutic,  or  the  pa¬ 
tient  advanced  in  years,  thefe  evacuations 
are  not  required :  therefore,  though  bleed¬ 
ing  and  purgatives  may  fometimes  be  necef- 
fary,  they  are  undoubtedly  often  employed 
without  the  leaft  fhadow  of  necefllty. 
When  the  general  habit  is  difordered,  it 
will  often  make  a  very  material  difference 
in  the  treatment  of  venereal  complaints. 

As  to  ftrong  draftic  purges  daily  repeat¬ 
ed,  though  they  have  the  fandtion  of  thofe 

illuftrious 
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Illuftrlous  names,  Boerhaave  and  Syden« 
ham,  to  recommend  them  ;  yet  it  is  now 
well  known,  from  the  immoderate  and 
unfeafonable  ufe  of  ftrong  purgatives,  that 
they  frequently  adt  a  contrary  part,  and, 
inftead  of  curing  the  difeafe,  afTift  it  to 
overcome  the  conftitutiom  For  it  is  very8 
obvious,  from  the  degeneracy  of  the  con- 
flitutional  vigour  of  mankind,  that  the 
prefen t  race  are  lefs  able  than  our  ancef- 
tors,  to  bear  the  repeated  operations  of 
bleeding  and  purging.  And  it  will  hardly 
be  denied,  that  obftinate  gleets  as  fre¬ 
quently  are  the  eflfe&s  of  ftrong  purges,  as 
they  are  eafilyand  certainly  prevented,  by  the 
ule  of  tonic  medicines ;  fuch  as  Peruvian 
bark,  fteel,  &c.  See.  where  the  venereal 
virus  has  been  previoujly  fubdued. 

Others  have  been  equally  unfuccefsful 
in  their  method  of  treating  venereal  cafes, 
from  attempting  to  difeover  the  nature  of 
the  morbid  fluid.  Aftruc  fays,  it  is  of  an 
inflammatory,  coagulating,  fixed,  and  pro¬ 
bably  of  an  acid,  or  falfo-acid  nature. 
Cockburne  endeavours  to  prove  an  acid,* 
by  chymical  experiments ;  others  have  de¬ 
clared 
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dared  this  poifon  to  partake  of  a  volatile 
alkali. 

All  this  is  fyftematical,  and  does  very 

» 

well  to  read,  but  if  the  phylician,  or  fur- 
geon,  fhould  fee  about  the  cure  of  his  pa¬ 
tient,  by  ordering  acids,  or  alkalies,  or 
abforbents,  or  fuch  things  as  he  imagines 
will  conquer  the  predominant  fpecies  of 
acrimony,  he  will  preferibe  to  very  little 
purpofe. 

*  \  \ 

We  know  that  the  venereal  difeafe  arifes 

from  fome  peculiar  fubtile  matter,  which 
we  find,  by  experience ,  produces  its  par^- 
ticular  fymptoms  5  but  the  quality  of  this 
poifon,  we  cannot  poflibly  deferibe,  nor 
determine ;  therefore,  let  us  be  under  no 
concern,  whether  we  know,  or  do  not 
know,  what  its  particular  qualities  are, 
provided  we  can  tell,  when  it  is  prefent, 
what  things  will  correct  or  fubdue  it.  For¬ 
tunately,  experience  has  furnifhed  us  with 
medicines  that  fcarcely  ever  fail,  if  applied  in 
time,  and  prepared  with  care  and  attention. 

Upon  the  whole,  we  apprehend,  that 
the  frequent  ill  fuccefs,  in  curing  the  recent 
gonorrhoea,  has  been  occafioned  by  at¬ 
tending  chiefly  to  the  general  inflammatory 

F  ftate 
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ftate  of  the  fyftem,and  negleding  the  local 
or  venereal  inflammation,  by  which  means 
the  venereal  poifon  is  abforbed  into  the 
habit,  and  the  gonorrhoea  often  terminates 
in  a  confirmed  lues ;  cr  from  the  notion, 
that  the  difcharge  proceeded  from  ulcers 
in  the  urethra,  improper  modes  of  cure  has 
been  adopted  by  different  people,  with  a 
view  of  deterging,  incarning,  and  cica¬ 
trizing  thefe  imaginary  ulcerations  of  the 
parts. 

We  obferve,  in  regard  to  the  abforp- 
tion  of  acrid  matter,  that  frequently  it 
is  net  immediately  abforbed,  but  remains 
for  fome  time  in  a  wound,  before  it  en¬ 
ters  the  vafcular  fyflem  :  which  fadt  is  evi¬ 
dent  on  introducing  the  variolous  matter 
by  inoculation ;  alfo  in  the  poifenous  bite 
of  mad  animals;  which  poifons  are  ob- 
ferved  to  remain  inadtive,  until  a  topical 
inflammation  arifes  on  the  place  of  their 
infertion.  May  we  not  therefore  con¬ 
clude,  that  it  is  more  owing  to  the  inadli- 
vity  of  the  poifon,  than  the  efficacy  of  any 
medicine  hitherto  known,  that  fo  few  per- 
fons  die  from  the  eflfedts  of  the  bite  of  a 
mad  animal ;  and  it  is  too  true,  that  the 
‘  only 


[  43  ] 

only  method  to  be  depended  on,  is  to 
render  the  poifon  inactive,  by  immediately 
burning  the  part,  or,  what  is  certainly 
preferable,  to  extirpate  the  poifon  before 
abforption  has  taken  place. 

Therefore,  in  a  recent  gonorrhoea,  it 
cannot  be  too  ftrongly  recommended,  to 
deflroy,  or  render  inactive,  the  venereal 
virus,  by  fuitable  topical  applications,  as 
foon  as  poffible ;  fince  it  teems  to  be  the 
mo  ft  rational  and  efficacious  method  of  pre¬ 
venting  the  future  ill  confequences  of  fuch 
an  injury,  and  preferving  the  conftitution 
from  the  infedtion. 

In  a  late  publication  on  this  fubjedfc,  a 
gentleman*  of  eminence  in  the  profeffion, 
gives  the  following  fatisfadtory  reafons, 
why  the  method  of  curing  this  diforder 
by  injection,  has  not  been  more  univer-* 
Tally  pradtifed. 

Firft,  “  The  patient’s  fear  of  not  obtain¬ 
ing  a  perfedt  cure  without  the  purging 
method.” 

Secondly,  “  Becaufe  many  people  ufed 
injedlions  improperly,  in  cafes  for  which 


*  Dr.  Leake. 


they 
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they  never  were  calculated ;  or  dircdled 
fuch  as  were  pernicious  in  quality ,  to  the 
great  injury  of  the  patient.  But  this  was 
not  at  all  the  fault  of  the  remedy,  but  of 

k  *  .*  i 

thofe  who  wanted  fki-11  to  apply  it.  Hence, 
by  abufe,  injections  were  brought  into  dif- 
credit,  which  was  no  more  than  what  had 
happened  to  the  moft  valuable  medicines 
ages  ago.  Has  not  the  ufe  of  Peruvian  bark, 
mercury,  and  opium,  been  decried,  as  de- 
ftru&ive  to  the  conflitution  ;  yet  how  much 
would  the  power  of  phyiic  be  weakened, 
were  thofe  falutary  medicines  taken  away?” 

Dr.  Duncan,  in  his  obfervations  on  the 
operation  and  ufe  of  mercury  in  the  vene¬ 
real  difeafe,  obferves,  ic  That  mercury, 
when  properly  adminiftered,  is  a  certain 

l  »  f  it  ,  ‘  V  .  . 

antidote  to  the  venereal  virus ;  and  that  in 
whatever  way  it  be  introduced  into  the 

fyftem,  it  muft  come  in  contact  with  the 

•  .  ’  .  ’  , 

venereal  poifon  in  thofe  parts  in  which  it 

•  -  •  *  *  4  ,  >  ;  •*  y  %  f 

is  lodged,  previous  to  its  producing  a  cure.” 

And  therefore  he  concludes,  that  mercury 

cures  the  venereal  difeafe,  from  its  power, 

•  *  •  < 

as  an  antidote,  in  confequence  of  its  being 

topically  applied  to  the  venereal  matter. 

He  alfo  obferves,  “  That  when  the  mat¬ 
ter 
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£er  ocafioning  the  infection,  is  ftill  in  a  ftate 
of  topical  application  only ,  as  happens  in 
the  cafe  of  a  gonorrhoea,  the  introduction 
of  mercury  into  the  fyftem  is  totally  unne - 
ceffary  ;  and  a  cure  may  be  effected  by 
other  means,  not  only  with  greater  eafe 
and  fafety,  but  likewife  with  more  expe¬ 
dition. 

Dr.  Saunders,  in  his  fupplement  to  Mr. 


Plenck’s  treatife  on  mercury,  fpeaking  of 
the  cure  of  the  venereal  gonorrhoea,  fays, 
“  It  mud  be  allowed,  that  there  are  many 

local  affeCtions,  independent  of  any  difeafe 

# 

in  the  habit,  which  can  only  be  cured  by 
external  applications  to  the  difeafed  parts  y 
and  as  the  negleffi  of  topical  applications  in 
fuch  cafes,  has  been  productive  of  infinite 
mifchief,  by  conveying  frefh  infection  into 

0  i" «  <  < 

the  conftitution,  an  early  and  a  judicious 

4  }  i  4  ^ 

ufe  of  external  applications  to  a  part  recently 
and  primarily  afleCted,  while  an  attention 

,  y  < 

is  (till  paid  to  the  general  habit,  often  lef- 
iens  the  quantity  of  infection  introduced/' 
Befides,  that  mercury  topically  applied  fub- 
dues  or  renders  inactive  the  venereal  poi- 
fbn,  appears  clearly,  not  only  in  thof 


ulcers  to  which  dreflings  can  be  applied,  but 

^  *  •  •»  •  i  ■  •  %  •  ,  ^  • 
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in  others  more  out  of  reach,  where  its  ap-? 
plication  can  only  be  temporary.  The 
advantages  obtained  in  fome  cafes,  by  ap¬ 
plying  mercury  to  venereal  ulcers  in  the 
mouth  apd  throat,  whether  in  the  form 
of  vapour  or  gargle,  fufficiently  fhew  the 
truth  of  this  affertion  ;  So  that  the  cure  pro¬ 
duced  by  thefe  methods,  is  unqueftionably 
to  be  referred  to  an  immediate  adtion  upon 
the  part.’7  Therefore,  that  injections  may 
with  propriety  be  ufed,  none  will  deny, 
except  fuch  as  have  wanted  opportunities 
of  obferving  their  good  effedls  $  fince  re¬ 
peated  experience,  which  is  the  mpft  cer-* 
tain  teft  of  propriety  in  medical  pradtice, 
has  clearly  fhewn,  that  when  they  are 
fuited  in  flrength  and  quality ,  to  the  nature 
of  the  infedtion,  the  time  of  its  duration, 
and  the  tendernefs  of  the  part  to  which  they 
are  applied,  they  afford  the  moft  rational 
means  of  curing  a  frejh  venereal  contraction* 
Hinc  medicamenta  externa  in  hoc  morbo. 
primis  profutura  cencendum  eft,  materiam 
morbofam  eflicacius  corrigere  et  mutare  va- 
leant,  quam  remedia  interna  vulgo  adhibita, 
qux  per  longas  vaforum  ambages,  debili- 
tata  ad  loca  adfedta  tandem  feruntur. 

Monro  on  the  Lymphatics . 

Notwith- 
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Notwithftanding  what  has  been  faid  of  the 
advantages  obtained  from  proper  injedions* 
it  is  oi  the  higheft  importance  to  avoid,  or 
at  lead  ufe  with  great  caution,  thofe  of  an 
aftringent  nature.  1  believe  l  am  not  An¬ 
gular  in  my  opinion,  when  I  affert,  that 
more  poxes  are  occafioned  by  the  impro¬ 
per  and  unfeafonable  ufe  or  abufe  of  aftrin¬ 
gent  injedions  and  balfamic  medicines, 
than  from  any  other  caufe.  And  it  feems 
moft  probable,  that  the  frequent  diforders 
in  the  urethra  are  generally  from  an  inju¬ 
dicious  treatment,  by  aftringent  injedions* 
Dr.  Storck,  in  his  Annus  Medicus, 
juftly  obferves,  in  the  venereal  difeafe  j 
“  Effentise,  tindurse,  et  remedia  balfa?nica 
*€  ac  adjlringentia  hie  rare  profuerunt.  I n^ 
“  jediones  adftringentes,  confolidantes  et 
“  praefertim  faturnina  fumma  cum  Cau- 
“  tela  evitanda  funt,  hx  enim  peflima 
“  fymptomata  producunt.  Etenim  tefticuli 
“  inde  faspius  intument,  fiunt  fchirrofi  ; 

oriuntur  bubones  inguinales.  Vidi  a 
“  gonorrhoea,  hac  ratione  fupprefla,  exul- 
“  ceratum  effe  umbilicum,  et  eandem  ibi 
€*  prodiifte  materiam,  qu^  antea  per  ure- 
“  thram  exftillavit.” 


The 
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The  fatal  confequences  that  will  inevi¬ 
tably  enfue  from  the  life  of  aftringent  in¬ 
jedions  before  the  venereal  virus  is  entire¬ 
ly  fubduedj  mud  be  obvious.  If  at  any 
time  they  are  required,  it  is  for  a  tedious 
gleet,  occafiOned  by  negled  or  improper 
treatment  at  the  beginning  of  the  diforderi 
and  even  then,  they  fhould  be  of  the  mild- 
eft  kind :  but  by  ufirig  injedions  On'  the 
firft  appearance  of  the  difcharge  in  a  viru¬ 
lent  gonorrhcea^  which  do  not  poflfefs  any 
antivenereal  quality,  an  apparent  cure  is 
frequently  only  obtained  ;  for  though  the 
running  may  difappear,j  yet  the  caufe  is 
not  entirely  eradicated,  and  a  reflux  of  the 
infeded  fluids  into  the  blood  is  oecaflon- 
cd. 

Another  objedioft  hag  beeri  made  td 
the  ufe  of  injedions,  that  when  the  dis¬ 
order  feems  to  be  feated  in  fome  of  the 
parts  adjacent  to  the  bladder,  there  ap¬ 
pears  no  poflibility  of  conveying  the  pre¬ 
paration  to  the  parts  affeded.  With  the 
common  fyringe,  indeed,  it  feldom  can  b t 
thrown  up  high  enough,  to  produce  any 
falutary  effed ;  but  by  ufing  the  hollow 
flexible  bougie,  with  an  elaftic  fyringe,  it 

may 
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may  be  done  with  the  greateft  eafe  and 
fafety. 

Therefore  if  the  mode  of  treatment,  by 
injections,  has  not  always  been  attended 
with  good  effeCts,  our  cenfure  ought  to  fall, 
not  on  the  method  itfelf,  but  on  the  mif- 
application  of  it,  by  injudicious  people. 

The  cure  of  a  recent  gonorrhoea ,  or 
frefh  contracted  infection,  is  very  eafily 
accomplifhed  in  a  few  days,  without 
bleeding  or  purging  ;  and  provided  the  pa¬ 
tient  is  in  good  health,  the  ufe  of  me¬ 
dicines  internally  is  not  neceffary. 

But  when  the  diforder  has  been  of  a  longer 
continuance,  and  the  patient  is  of  a  bad  habit 
of  body,  it  will  often  make  a  material  dif¬ 
ference  in  the  method  of  treatment,  as 
well  as  in  the  time  required  to  accomplifh 
a  radical  cure. 

It  is  therefore  always  neceffary  to  make 
proper  enquiry,  in  regard  to  the  time  when 
the  infection  was  taken,  and  alfo  to  be  in¬ 
formed,  of  the  particular  parts  which  are 
affeCted,  being  convinced,  that  injections 
have  frequently  failed,  for  want  of  this  pre¬ 
vious  knowledge.  For  fo  long  as  the  dif- 
ordqr  afteCts  only  the  penis,  proper  ihjec- 

G  lions* 
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tions,  judklcujly  applied,  will  always  fubdue 
the  venereal  poifon,  and  produce  a  radical 
cure,  in  left  time ,  with  equal  certainty ,  and 
lefs  trouble  to  the  patient ,  than  it  is  poffibie 
to  do  by  any  other  means,  without  them. 

Therefore,  when  the  difeafe  is  recent 7 
and  attended  with  no  pain,  or  fmarting* 
near  the  root  of  the  penis,  we  may  conclude 
the  infection  has  not  extended  far,-  and  has- 
only  excoriated  the  lacunae  near  the  glans  > 
in  this  cafe,  a  proper  injedion  with  acorn-’ 
mon  fyringe  will  be  fufficient  to  effect  & 
cure;  but  where  the  re  is  great  pain  or  throb¬ 
bing  in  the  perinaeum,  with  confiderable 
fmarting  after  making  water,  near  the  blad¬ 
der,  and  frequent  calls  to  difcharge  the  u~ 
rine,  we  may  fufped  the  proftate  and  Co  wpers 
glands,  and  the  parts  adjacent  to  the  blad¬ 
der,  are  affeded ;  therefore  a  radical  cure 
cannot  be  expeded  by  injeding  with  the 
common  fyringe,  as  it  is  out  of  the  reach  of 
preparations  injeded  by  them.  Under 
thefe  circumftances,  the  introdudion  of 
mercury  into  the  fyflem,  either  by  inunc¬ 
tion,  or  given  internally,  is  generally  pro¬ 
per,  as  the  infedion  may  have  got  into  the 
habit,  without  affeding  the  inguinal 

glands* 
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glands.  Should  there  be  any  confiderable 
degree  of  defluxion,  or  fliould  the  inflam¬ 
mation  have  affected  the  feminal  veflels,  or 
p-roftate  gland,  if  it  is  not  quickly  remov¬ 
ed,  a  tedious  gleet  frequently  enfues  from 
the  erofion  or  relaxation  of  the  excretory 
dudls  of  thefe  parts ;  in  thefe  cafes,  fliould 
any  aftringent  inje.dtion  be  ufed,  or  the 
difcharge  be  flopped  by  any  other  means, 
before  the  venereal  virus  is  fubdued,  a  bu¬ 
bo,  fwelled  teflicle,  or  abfcefs  in  perinaso, 
generally  are  the  confequences,  which 
frequently  terminate  in  a  pox;  therefore, 
ihe  fooner  the  inflammation  is  removed 
from  the  parts  affedled,  the  lefs  injury  they 
are  likely  to  fuftain,  and  there  will  be  lefs 
danger  of  the  venereal  poifon  being  carried 
into  the  general  mafs  of  fluids. 

As  the  ardor  urinae,  or  fcalding  in  mak¬ 
ing  water,  is  one  of  the  moil  diftrefiing 
fymptoms  in  a  recent  gonorrhoea,  and 
whiift  it  is  violent,  from  the  tendernefs  of 
the  parts  affedled,  furgeons  have  been  hi¬ 
therto  prevented  from  ufing  mercury,  by 
way  of  injedtion,  as  it  has  generally  been 
fuppofed  to  encreafe  the  inflammation ;  it 
is  therefore  obvious,  that  the  immediate 

removal 
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removal  of  the  heat  of  urine,  muft  be  at¬ 
tended  with  material  benefit,  in  expedit¬ 
ing  the  cure,  as  well  as  relieving  the  pa¬ 
tient  of  his  fufferings,  by  permitting  the  li¬ 
beral  and  immediate  ufe  of  mercurial  injec* 
tions,  without  giving  the  leaft  pain. 

To  accomplifli  this  purpofe,  the  ufual 
method  of  treatment,  is  to  dilute  with  large 
quantities  of  fmall  liquors,  wherein  nitre 
has  been  difTolved,  or  emollient  drinks, 
fuch  as  lintfeed  tea,  barley  water,  with 
gum  arabic  and  fiich  like:  at  the  fame  time 
foaking  the  parts  in  warm  milk  ana  water, 
throwing  up  emollient  injections,  with 
fornetimes  an  opiate  joined  to  them ;  and 
where  feverifh  fymptoms  accompany  the 
heat  of  urine,  to  bleed  plentifully,  and  give 

r  r  ■  •  ;•  “  :  ,  .  •  ■  ■' 

irequent  purges. 

It  is  well  known  to  every  patient  who 
has  had  a  fevere  ft  aiding,  that  none  of  thefe 
methods  will  remove  this  fymptom,  until 
they  have  been  purfued  many  days,  nay, 
fornetimes  weeks,  and  in  fome  cafes,  the 
ardor  u rinae  has  continued  during  the  whole 
time  of  cure.  When  the  feverifh  fymp- 

•  *  •  f  V 

toms  are  high,  bleeding,  with  an  antiphlo- 
gifiic  regimen,  is  certainly  required 5  but 
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it  becomes  neceffary,  more  on  account  of 
the  general  inflammatory  ftate  of  the  pa¬ 
tient,  than  to  remove  this  particular  local 
affection. 

As  for  nitre  and  diuretics  in  general, 
with  large  quantities  of  diluting  liquors, 
they  feldom  are  wanted  in  a  recent  com¬ 
plaint  ;  as  by  cauiing  fo  great  a  flow  of 
urine,  they  ferve  to  multiply  the  patient’s 
fufFerings,  without  abating  his  pain. 

As  this  fymptom  in  a  recent  gonorrhoea, 
is  merely  a  local  complaint,  topical  appli¬ 
cations  to  the  affected  parts,  are  found 
to  be  moft  effectual  to  remove  it ;  but 
the  inefncacy  of  any  preparation  hitherto 
in  ufe,  has  induced  moft  practitioners,  as 
well  as  their  patients,  to  with  for  fome 
medicine,  or  fome  method,  which  would 
anfwer  this  deflrable  purpofe,  with  greater 
certainty  and  expedition.  The  Author 
will  therefore  give  fome  account  of  a  pre¬ 
paration,  he  has  ufed,  and  the  methods  he 
has  purfued  with  uncommon  fuccefs,  which 
has  been  found  to  remove  immediately  this 
troublefome  complaint,  without  danger ,  or 
giving  the  leaf}  pain  to  the  patient  j  and  which 
when  combined,  or  ufed  along  with  a  proper, 

mercurial 
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mercurial  injection,  effectually  cures  a  re-* 
cent  gonorrhoea  in  a  few  days ;  as  many 
gentlemen  at  this  time  in  London  have  ex-> 
perienced. 

I  will  not  attempt  to  explain  h ow  it  aCts 
fo  immediately  upon  the  parts  affe&ed,  but 
fhall  give  fome  cafes  to  elucidate  its  effefls 
in  the  various  fymptpms  of  this  difdorder. 
At  the  fame  time,  the  Author  wiffies  to 
have  it  underftood,  that  what  he  has  to 
advance  on  the  efficacy  of  the  preparation, 
in  immediately  relieving  the  ardor  uri- 
nx,  is  meant  in  recent  gonorrhoeas,  and 
not  in  old  cafes. 

A  young  man,  twenty-two  years  of  age, 
of  a  very  delicate,  though  healthy  habit 
of  body,  applied  to  me  on  the  17th  of  July 
1777,  for  a  recent  clap,  which  was  attend- 
cd  with  great  fcalding  on  making  water  5 
the  difcharge  was  moderate.  He  began  to 
life  the  preparation  for  the  ardor  urinae, 
which  immediately  took  away  the  heat  of 
urine,  and  by  injefting  it  night  and  morn¬ 
ing,  combined  with  a  mild  folution  of 
mercury,  he  was  perfedtly  cured,  in  ten 
days,  without  the  ufe  of  any  other  me¬ 
dicine  whatever,  and  continued  perfedtly 
well  for  ten  months,  when  he  contracted 

another 
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arsother  gonorrhoea,  and  was  cured  by  the 
fame  method  of  treatment. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  obferve,  that 
in  every  ftage  of  this  diforder,  keeping  the 
parts  affected  clean,  by  wafhing  with  milk 
and  water  of  a  moderate  degree  of  heat,  is 
very  conducive  to  a  fpeedy  cure,  as  well  as 
comfortable  to  the  patient.  Where  a  coftive 
habit  indicated  the  ufe  of  laxatives,  I  have 
always  found  the  gentled:,  the  mod  effica¬ 
cious  :  fuch  as  two  drams  of  cathartic  fait 
in  an  infufion  of  fena,  or,  what  I  have  found 
preferable,  in  water  impregnated  with  fixed 
air,  and  occafionally  repeated* 

In  December  1777,  a  lady  feven  months 
gone  with  child,  came  to  afk  my  advice 
for  a  difagreeable  fmarting,  with  difficulty 
in  making  water,  attended  with  a  difcharge 
from  the  uret  hra.  Asher  huiband  had  been 
my  patient  fome  months  before,  I  con¬ 
cluded  it  was  venereal,  without  mention¬ 
ing  my  fufpicions  to  her.  The  vagina  and 
veftibulum  uteri  were  free  from  inflamma¬ 
tion,  but  the  orifice  of  the  urethra  looked 
red,  and  internally  was  fo  fufceptible  of 
pain,  as  not  to  permit  the  introduction  of 
the  fmalleft  bougie.  By  the  daily  ufe  of 

water 
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\vater  impregnated  with  fixed  air,  to  each 
pint  of  which  was  added  half  a  dram  of 
the  native  fofiile  alkali,  (nitrum  vel  natron 
antiquorum)  the  inflammation  was  abated, 
fo  as  to  fuffer  the  ufe  of  mercurial  injedli- 
ons  per  urethram ,  which  took  away  her 
complaints  in  a  few  days,  and  they  have  not 
returned. 

As  we  very  frequently  have  patients, 
who  have  a  virulent  gonorrhoea  that  is  net 
recent,  it  would  be  imprudent  to  truft  to 
injections  alone ;  and  when  attended  with 
other  fymptoms  of  venereal  infe&ion,  as 
chancres,  bubo,  &c.  it  then  becomes  ne- 
cefiary,  at  leaft  prudent,  to  introduce  a 
proper  quantity  of  mercury  into  the  fyftem; 
but  as  it  would  be  abfurd  to  fuppofe,  there 
can  be  one  invariable  method  of  ufing  this 
powerful  corrector  of  the  venereal  poifon, 
it  is  necefiary,  that  fuch  meafures  fhould 
be  purfued,  as  are  beft  fuited  to  the  flrength, 
age,  fex  and  conflitution  of  the  patient,  as 
well  as  to  the  ftate  of  the  fymptoms. 

In  a  virulent  gonorrhoea  of  long  {land¬ 
ing,  unattended  with  any  other  local 
fymptom  of  venereal  infedtion.  I  have 
found  mercury  given  internally,  anfwer 

every 
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every  purpofe  I  could  wifh;  but  where 

a  virulent  difcharge,  is  accompanied  with 
a  bubo,  or  fwellcd  tefticle  from  a  venereal 
caufe,  greater  benefit  may  be  obtained  from 
applying  it  externally  in  the  form  of  un&i- 
on,  with  proper  mercurial  injections. 

In  Jirong  plethoric  habits,  where  mercury 
is  defigned  to  enter  the  circulating  fyflem ; 
previous  to  its  ufe  in  any  form ,  taking  away 
a  proper  quantity  of  blood,  is  not  only  ne- 
cefiary,  but  will  generally  be  found  to  make 
its  operation  more  fafe  and  effectual,  and 
admit  of  this  valuable  fpecific  being  ufed 
with  greater  freedom  ;  and  where  a  coftive 
habit  prevails,  or  laxatives  are  required  on 
any  other  account,  two  or  three  fpoonfuls  of 
the  following  mixture,  given  occafionally 
at  bed  time,  I  have  found  anfwer  better 
than  any  other  medicine, 

R.  ol.  ricini  jifs 
Vitell.  ovi  parum. 

Probe  contritis  in  mortario,  adde  fenfim 
Aq.  menth.  fimp. 

—  Cinnam.  fimp.  an.  §ii 
Syrup,  rofar.  folutiv.  ^fs.  mif. 
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Where  oily  mixtures  are  difagreeable,  the 
cathartic  fait  or  foluble  tartar  in  an  infufion 
of  fena  may  be  given.  But  laxative  me-> 
dicines  are  very  feldom  required,  where 
mercury  is  yfed  internally,  except  the  fali- 
vary  glands  fhould  be  much  affedted, 
which  may  generally  be  prevented  by  pro¬ 
per  care. 

In  weak  relaxed  constitutions,  where 
the  fluids  are  in  a  more  diflolved  ftate,  all 
evacuations  previous  to  the  ufe  of  mercury 
are  not  only  unneceflary,  but  improper  $ 
in  thefe  cafes,  I  have  found  it  generally 
requifite  to  give  the  bark,  and  water  im¬ 
pregnated  with  fixed  air  for  common 
drink. 

In  whatever  form  mercury  js  ufed  to 
fubdue  the  venereal  difeafe,  whether  taken 
inwardly,  or  externally  applied,  it  muft 
pafs  either  through  the  lafteal,  or  the  ab- 
forbent  veflels  on  the  furface  of  the  body, 
before  it  can  be  received  into  the  blood ; 
and  though  we  find  many  preparations  of 
this  fpccific,  may,  under  proper  manage¬ 
ment,  be  fuccefsfully  employed  in  the  cure 

of  this  difeafe,  yet  as  fome  are  better  ad- 

*  "  '  *  *'■-*«;  , 

dapted  to  the  various  fymptoms  that  occur, 

than 
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than  others,  it  is  therefore  of  great  impor¬ 
tance  to  attend  to  the  feparate  effects  and 
operations  of  particular  preparations,  in  or¬ 
der  to  anfvver  the  different  intentions  of 
cure. 

Among  the  various  preparations  of  mer¬ 
cury,  I  have  found  none  fo  fafe  or  effec¬ 
tual  in  the  cure  of  the  venereal  difeafe, 
as  a  folution  of  mercury,  I  have  made,  in 
which  the  crude  quickfilver  is  fufpended. 
Though  it  has  proved  Angularly  beneficial 
in  the  cure  of  this  difordcr,  under  its  va¬ 
rious  forms  and  appearances,  when  exhi¬ 
bited  internally,  as  well  as  when  ufed  by 
inje&ion,  yet  I  do  not  fuppofe  or  expedt  it 
infallible,  and  that  in  all  patients,  it  will 
produce  falutary  effedts,  and  never  fruftrate 
the  hopes  of  the  prefcriber.  Experience  and 
obfervation  has  convinced  me  to  the  con¬ 
trary;  but  evident  proofs  of  its  fupe- 
rior  efficacy,  in  fafely  and  radically  fub- 
duing  this  difeafe,  have  induced  me  to  pre¬ 
fer  it,  in  mod  cafes,  to  any  other  prepa¬ 
ration.  Its  fuperior  efficacy,  may  probably 
be  owing  to  the  perfedt  folution  of  the 
quickfilver,  and  the  prodigious  fmallnefs 
of  its  mercurial  parts,  and  in  confcquencc 
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to  its  fubtilty,  whereby  it  penetrates  the 
moft  minute  velfels  of  the  body,  and  dif- 
fufes  itfelf  through  the  whole  fyftem,  cir¬ 
culating  readily  with  the  fluids.  It  may 
be  given  with  the  greateft  fafety  in  the 
moft  tender  habits,  fo  that  thole  of 
delicate  conftitutions,  need  not  be  afraid 
of  a  falivation,  or  the  pernicious  effedts 
fo  often  produced  by  other  preparations  of 
mercury. 

In  very  obftinate  cafes,  when  the  vene¬ 
real  poifon  has  been  long  in  the  habit,  it 
has  proved  moft  efficacious,  and  has  fuc- 
ceeded  in  the  cure,  after  large  quantities 
of  mercury  had  been  introduced  into  the 
fyftem  by  inunction,  without  any  material 
benefit;  particularly  where  the  venereal 
difeafe  is  attended  with  cutaneous  erupti¬ 
ons,  commonly  called  fcorbutic,  but 
which  ought  carefully  to  be  diftinguilhed 
from  real  fcorbutic  blotches. 

March  1 8th  1 777,  E.  G  about  forty  years 
of  age,  was  recommended  to  my  care,  by  a 
gentleman  in  town,  for  a  painful  inflammato¬ 
ry  lwelling,  which  reached  from  her  knee  to 
her  ancle,  with  two  deep  fanious  ulcers  near 
the  calf  of  her  leg  ;  on  the  other  leg,  there 
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was  a  node  on  the  fhin  bone,  and  a  large 
(welling  under  the  ham,  with  fcabby  erup¬ 
tions  on  the  head,  among  the  roots  of  the 
hair;  her  pains  were  fo  great  (he  could  get 
little  or  no  reft,  had  a  continual  headach, 
and  ficknefs  at  her  flomach.  She  had  been 
ill  two  years,  during  which  time,  (he  was 
falivated  in  St.  George's  hofpital,  and  af¬ 
terwards,  in  the  Weftminfter  Infirmary. 
The  preparation  for  the  ardor  urin^e  was 
applied  to  the  ulcers  in  her  legs,  which  re¬ 
lieved  her  of  the  violent  pain,  and  by  tak¬ 
ing  a  diet  drink  with  the  folution  of  mer¬ 
cury,  ftie  got  well  in  fix  weeks,  and  re¬ 
mains  well  at  this  time. 

I  (hall  add  an  inftance  of  the  different 
effects  cf  this  medicine  and  mercurial  unc¬ 
tions,  after  the  latter  had  been  ufed  with¬ 
out  any  benefit,  in  an  obftinate  venereal  cafe. 

Auguft  24th,  1778,  I  was  defired  to  vifit 

a  gentlewoman  in  Weftminfter,  near  forty 

years  of  age,  who  had  been  ill  five  or  fix 

years  of  a  venereal  complaint,  and  was 

much  emaciated ;  (he  had  various  ulcers 

on  her  forehead,  lower  jaw  and  (houlder, 

with  a  rigidity  of  her  elbow,  which  was 

(welled  and  verv  painful,  and  her  ham  was 
•  * 
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fb  contracted,  that  fhe  could  not  walk  acrofs 
the  room,  without  fome  affiftance.  She 
had  alfo  a  violent  cough  attended  with  a 
fhortnefs  of  breath, 

Auguft  the  26th  fhe  begun  the  tife  of  a 
diet  drink,  with  the  mercurial  folution, 
and  had  proper  medicines  ordered  for 
her  cough,  and  afthmatic  complaints : 
ihe  applied  the  fleam  or  vapour  of  a  mix¬ 
ture  of  vinegar  and  honey  to  her  elbow, 
and  flexor  tendons  of  the  leg,  with  an 
embrocation  prepared  with  the  yolk  of  a 
raw  egg,  beat  up  with  two  ounces  of  water, 
which  (he  ufed  twice  a  day, 

p 

The  ulcers  difcharged  a  foetid  acrid  mat-* 
ter,  to  which  was  applied,  the  mercurial 
folution  diluted  with  water  impregnated 
with  fixed  air. 

September  5th,  fhe  walked  near  half  a 
mile  to  my  houfe,  and  was  better  in  every 
refpedt.  The  fame  method  of  treatment 
was  continued  until  the  29th,  when  fhe 
left  off  taking  any  medicines,  the  ulcers 
were  completely  healed,  only  the  fkin  in 
the  forehead  remained  a  little  tender  3  her 
ham  and  elbow  perfe&ly  recovered  their 
flexibility,  and,  except  her  aflhmatic  com¬ 
plaints,  fhe  was  perfectly  well. 

Several 
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Several  furgeons  who  happened  to  be 
with  me,  faw  thefe  two  Patients,  when  they 
came  to  be  drefled  $  and  though  both  of 
them  were  unable  to  walk  without  fupport 
for  upwards  of  twelve  months,  they  now 
can  walk  perfedly  well.  The  neighbours, 
as  alfo  the  patients,  will  certify  thele  cafes 
to  any  perfon  who  may  with  to  be  further 
informed. 

Previous  to  my  attending  the  above  pa¬ 
tient,  (he  had  rubbed  in  large  quantities  of 
mercurial  ointment  at  different  times,  and 
had  alfo  applied  it  to  the  ulcers,  as  I 
found  on  the  dreffings,  when  J  firft  vifited 
her.  u  .  j 

I  could  give  feveral  cafes  to  fhew  the  effi¬ 
cacy  of  this  preparation,  where  it  was  admb- 
niftered  by  other  gentlemen  pf  the  profeffion, 
but  at  prefent,  it  is  unneceffary,  as  the  above 
fufficiently  prove  its  falutary  effects,  in  fub- 
duing  fome  of  the  mod  inveterate  fymp- 
toms  of  the  venereal  difeafe ;  and  as  it  a&s 
in  the  moft  geptle  manner,  it  may  be  fafely 
given,  without  occafioning  the  leaft  incon¬ 
venience,  to  the  moft  delicate  patients,  or 
requiring  any  alteration  from  the  ufual  way 
pf  living,  fo  as  to  give  any  one  the  leaft 

fufpicion 
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fufpicion  of  the  nature  of  their  complaint. 
It  is  therefore  prefumed,  that  on  further 
trials,  it  will  be  found  one  of  the  moft  fafe 
and  efficacious  mercurial  preparations,  hi¬ 
therto  difeovered,  and  from  its  adtive  and 
penetrating  properties,  equally  applicable 
to  eradicate  this  pernicious  poifon,  either 
ufed  by  inje&ion  for  a  gonorrhoea,  or  when 
given  internally,  where  the  infection  has 
got  admittance  into  the  general  mafs  of 
fluids,  and  the  whole  habit  is  affedted. 

But  the  nature  of  this  mineral  is  fuch, 
that  the  greateft  care  and  circumfpedlion  is 
required,  in  whatever  form  it  is  ufed,  par-> 
ticularly  when  adminiftered  to  perfons  of 
'weak  lungs,  or  of  a  fcorbutic  habit  of  body, 
for  fhould  it  be  too  liberally  ufed,  or  too 
fuddenly  thrown  into  the  habit,  difagreeable 
confequences  will  often  enfuc,  as  it  is  well 
known,  that  the  moft  powerful  remedies  pro¬ 
duce  the  moft  fatal  effedts,  when  ufed  impro¬ 
perly  :  and  though  it  is  a  melancholy  truth, 
yet  it  is  too  often  experienced,  that  the  pa¬ 
tient  fuffers  more  from  its  imprudent  ufe, 
than  from  the  violence  of  the  difeafe  it  was 
defigned  to  remove.  Therefore,  as  every 
powerful  remedy  is  by  the  abufe  of  it,  con- 

>  vertible 
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vertible  into  the  moft  powerful  poifon,  it  is 
not  in  the  leaft  furprifing,  that  fo  many 
perfons  of  tender  and  delicate  conftitu- 
tions,  fuffer  from  the  ufual  mode  of  treat¬ 
ing  this  difeafe,  when  it  is  confidered, 
that  one  general  plan  is  indifcriminately* 
or  at  lead  with  very  little  variation,  pur- 
filed,  in  the  treatment  of  people  of  all  ages 
and  conftitutions.  The  moft  common,  as 
well  as  the  moft  fatal  of  thefe  pernicious 
effe&s,  are  an  affedtion  of  the  lungs  or  con- 
fumption,  and  violent  headachs.  But 
fuch  muft  be  the  fatal  confequences,  attend¬ 
ing  the  practice,  whenever  the  difeafe  is 
prefcribed  to,  and  not  the  patient. 

In  June  1777,  a  young  gentleman  having 
got  a  flight  venereal  infedtion  in  the  coun¬ 
try,  put  himfelf  under  the  care  of  an  apo¬ 
thecary  who  had  purfued  this  general  plan 
of  treatment,  and  gave  him  mercurial  me¬ 
dicines  at  night,  and  a  purge  next  morn¬ 
ing,  conjlantly  for  five  weeks.  Finding 
himfelf  no  better,  but  much  reduced  in 
his  ftrength,  he  came  to  town  for  farther 
advice. 

In  July,  when  he  applied  to  me,  he  had 
a  great  difcharge  from  the  urethra,  which 

I  did 
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did  not  fhew  much  figns  of  venereal  infec* 
tion,  except  the  being  accompanied  with 
a  little  heat  of  urine,  for  which  he  ufed 
proper  inje&ions. 

His  general  health  feemed  to  claim  the 
greateft  attention;  he  had  a  continual  fever 
attended  with  a  ftiort  dry  cough,  which 
generally  increafed  after  eating,  with  a 
fiufhing  in  his  cheeks*  The  reft  of  his 
face  was  thin,  and  of  a  dirty  fallow  hue, 
with  his  eyes  funk  in  their  fockets ;  his 
pulfewas  quick,  particularly  in  the  evenings, 
wrhen  it  was  alfo  hard;  he  had  a  conftant 
thirft ;  he  frequently  complained  of  a  par¬ 
ticular  kind  of  heat  and  dryneis  in  the 
palms  of  his  hands  and  foies  of  his  feet; 
heflept  badly,  and  towards  morning  a  cold 
clammy  fweat  broke  out*  In  the  day 
time  he  had  frequent  fhiverings,  fometimes 
fucceeded  by  a  hot  fit,  with  other  hedtic 
fymptoms,  which  ieldom  terminated  in 
a  fweat.  This  appeared  to  me,  to  be 
truly  an  incipient  phthifis  mercurialis,  or 
mercurial  confumption,  induced  by  impro^ 
per  treatment  of  his  venereal  complaint. 
As  the  difeafe  was  not  far  advanced,  his 

appetite  and  digeftion  were  pretty  good, 

and 
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and  fince  he  had  left  off  taking  mercurial 
medicines,  a  diarrhoea,  which  had  been 
perpetual,  was  much  abated,  I  hoped  from 
a  well  regulated  diet  and  temperance,  to 
afford  him  more  relief  than  I  expedted 
from  medicines. 

His  diet  was  diredted  to  be  chiefly  milk 
and  ftrawberries,  and  fuch  ripe  fruits  as 
were  then  in  feafon,  abftaining  entirely  from 
animal  food,  wine  and  malt  liquors.  Morn¬ 
ing  and eveninghe  drank  water  impregnated 
with  fixed  air,  to  which,  one  third  part  of 
milk,  warm  from  the  cow,  was  added.  To 
abate  the  heat  and  thirft,  which  in  the  be¬ 
ginning  were  great,  he  took  three  times  a 
day  a  fcruple  of  purified  nitre  in  a  cup  of 
coltsfoot- tea  or  barley-water  fweetened  with 
honey ;  in  lefs  than  a  fortnight  his  night 
fweats  left  him,  his  cough  became  trifling, 
and  his  pulfe  much  flower  and  fuller,  and 
not  the  leaft  appearance  of  any  venereal  in- 
*  fedtion.  Finding  himfelf  fo  much  better, 
he  inadvertently  flayed  out  late  one  even¬ 
ing,  and  next  day  his  cough  returned  with 
a  pain  in  his  fide,  for  which  a  moderate 
quantity  of  blood  was  taken  from  his  arm. 
He  now  perfevered  fteadily  in  the  ufe  of 

milk 
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milk  and  ftrawberries,  with  other  ripe  fruits, 
as  his  foie  diet ;  ufing  for  drink  water  im¬ 
pregnated  with  fixed  air,  to  which  was 
added  the  foffile  alkali,  in  the  proportion 
of  a  dram  and  a  half  to  two  quarts  of  the 
water.  By  continuing  this  regimen  and 
diet  for  near  fix  weeks,  he  recovered  his 
health  and  colour,  fo  as  to  be  able  to  go 
into  the  country,  where  he  took  conftant 
exercife  on  horfeback ;  and  when  I  faw 
him  about  five  months  ago,  he  had  no  re¬ 
turns  of  his  complaint,  and  was  in  perfedt 
health. 

As  the  ufe  of  the  folution  of  mercury,  has 
hitherto  been  confined  to  my  own  patients, 
and  exhibited  only  by  thofe  gentlemen  of 
the  profeflion,  to  whom  I  had  given  it  to 
afcertain  its  effedts  by  tryal,  I  /hall  beg 
leave  to  offer  fome  obfervations  on  thofe 

»  '  *  1  t  ^  '  ■ 

preparations  of  mercury  in  general  u,fe. 

In  obftinate  venereal  cafes,  where  a  large 
quantity  of  mercury  is  neceffary  to  be  in¬ 
troduced  into  the  habit,  the  pradtice  by 
undtion  has  been  confidered,  as  the  moft 
ufeful  and,  efficacious  method  of  cure. 

•  i  i.  *  *  •  •  t  •  *  • 

Many  advantages  may  be  derived  from  its 
ufe  in  this  form,  if  properly  managed ;  par- 

ticularly 

4  i  a  ».  •  r« 


[  69  3 

ticularly  by  this  mode  of  ufing  it,  we  avoid 
the  difagreeable  effe&s  fo  frequently  pro¬ 
duced  by  its  internal  ufe,  on  the  ftomach 
and  inteftines. 

The  only  inconvenience  which  I  have 
obferved  from  the  ufe  of  the  mercurial 
ointments,  (as  ufually  prepared)  arifes  from 

the  acrid  nature  of  the  fubftances  with 

$  * 

which  the  mercury  is  triturated.  Every 
perfon  I  prefume,  who  has  been  much  con- 
verfant  in  venereal  prance,  mull  have  re¬ 
marked  the  difagreeable  confequences  which 
are  frequently  occafioned  by  the  turpentine, 
with  which  the  mercury  is  divided;  from  it3 
acrid  and  irritating  nature,  it  generally 
produces  an  eryfipilatous  inflammation,  ap¬ 
pearing  in  little  angry  puftles,  on  thofe 
parts  where  the  ointment  is  applied  ;  be- 
fides,  from  the  vifeid  and  clammy  nature  of 
the  turpentine  and  balfam  of  fulphur,  they 
feem  ill  adapted  to  penetrate  the  pores  of 
the  fkin,  and  to  be  taken  up  by  the  abforb- 

ent  veflels. 

• »  » 

The  mucilage  of  gum  arable  feems  alfo 
improper  for  dividing  the  mercurial  glo¬ 
bules,  when  intended  for  external  ufe. 

Sometimes  it  is  prepared  with  lard  alone, 
which  certainly  is  a  more  eligible  method, . 

but 


[  70  3 

but  from  the  great  difficulty  in  perfectly 
extinguiffiing  the  mercury,  it  is  liable  to 
great  uncertainty  in  its  effects,  as  its  acti¬ 
vity  will  depend  on  the  degree  of  triture 
employed  in  preparing  it. 

To  obviate  thefe  objections  to  the  un-* 
guent.  caerul.  fort,  (as  it  is  ufually  made) 
I  take  the  liberty  to  recommend  a  method 
of  preparing  it,  which  I  have  found  from 
experience,  to  be  mildy  penetrating ,  and  effi¬ 
cacious  and  as  the  fubflance  employed  in 
the  place  of  the  turpentine,  divides  the 
mercury  with  very  little  trouble,  and  in 
much  lefs  time,  I  hope  the  following  form 
will  merit  the  attention  of  thofe  gentle¬ 
men,  who  may  have  occafion  to  ufe  this 
valuable,  though  untraClable  mineral,  by 
way  of  inunftion, 

R.  Hydrargyri  §i 
Axung.  porcin.  gvi 
Adipis  anferis  purificat  gii 

Adeps  cum  hydrargyro  intime  teratur, 

Dein  adde  axung.  porcin.  et  bene  mif- 
ceantur. 


Where 
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Where  mercury  is  to  be  exhibited  inter¬ 
nally,  I  have  found  no  preparation  more 

efficacious,  than  the  precipitate  of  calomel, 
as  directed  by  Dr.  Saunders.  But  as  it  is 
with  fome  difficulty  fufpended  in  a  fluid, 
it  may  in  moft  cafes  anfwer  better  if  given 
in  a  pill. 

As  I  have  always  remarked,  that  the  ve-> 
nereal  diforder  is  cured  with  the  greatefl 
certainty,  and  in  the  leaft  time,  where  the 
mercury  occafions  no  apparent  increafe  of 
evacuation  by  the  inteftinal  tube,  and 
where  a  gentle  moifture  on  the  fkin  is  pro¬ 
duced,  1  have  generally  given  this  prepara¬ 
tion  with  the  pill  e  ftyrace  and  camphor. 
But  in  fome  conftitutions,  mercurials,  how 
much  foever  the  complaints  may  feem  to 
demand  them,  are  found  to  produce  very 
difagreeable  effects  when  internally  exhibi¬ 
ted  ;  thefe  circumftances,  which  cannot 
always  be  forefeen,  ought  carefully  to  be 
attended  to,  for  in  fuch  cafes,  if  we  obfti- 
nately  perfift  in  their  internal  ufe ;  we 
fhall  be  fo  far  from  relieving  the  patient, 
that  we  fhall  not  only  render  the  difeafe 
worfe,  but  materially  injure  the  conftitu- 
tion. 


Where 
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Where  mercury  occafions  Unilfual  fpaf- 
modic  affedtions  in  the  ftomach  and  intef- 
tines,  and  its  internal  ufe  is  deemed  necef- 
fary,  if  it  be  combined  with  opium  and 
ipecacuanha,  thefe  difageeable  confequences 
will  be  prevented,  without  diminifhing 
its  efficacy. 

In  fcrophulous,  as  well  as  fcorbutic  ha¬ 
bits,  the  general  health  of  the  patient  muff 
be  particularly  attended  to.  As  the  for¬ 
mer  difeafe,  perhaps,  originates  more  from 
a  faulty  abforption,  than  from  any  confti- 
tulional  or  hereditary  taint  in  the  blcod,  as 
is  generally  fuppofed,  we  muff  not  there¬ 
fore  think  to  redtify  this  remote  caufe 
(which  may  in  forrie  cafes  be  attributed  to 
a  malconformaticn  of  the  folids)  by  purg¬ 
ing  and  evacuating  thefe  imaginary  grofs 
humours,  by  which  treatment  we  weaken 
the  patient,  who  is  already  in  too  relaxed  a 
ftate  i  but  endeavour  to  affifl  nature,  in  en¬ 
abling  her  to  perform  the  due  fecretions, 
by  flrengthening  the  general  habit,  with 
tonic  medicines,  good  air,  and  moderate 
exercife,  at  the  fame  time  that  we  deftroy 
or  render  inadlive  the  venereal  poifon,  by 
mild  mercurial  preparations. 


There- 
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Therefore,  where  fcrophulous  complaints 
are  known*  from  glandular  fweilings 
in  the  neck  or  other  parts,  mercury 
fhould  be  ufed  with  the  greateft  circum- 
fpe&ion,  as  by  its  imprudent  exhibition, 
we  fhould  not  only  be  difappointed  in  cur¬ 
ing  the  venereal  complaint,  but  be  liable 
to  render  the  original  difeafe  more  certainly 
deflrudlive. 

When  the  glands  are  painful  and  inflamed, 
no  preparation  of  mercury  fhould  on  any  ac¬ 
count  be  ufed,  but  what  is  very  mild  ;  at  the 
fame  time  the  fweilings  fhould  be  carefully 
defended  from  the  cold  air;  the  bowels 
fhould  be  render’d  laxative,  and  the  pores 
kept  open  by  mild,  diluting  nitrous  drinks. 

In  habits,  tainted  with  a  real  fcorbutic 
leaven,  as  where  the  gums  are  putrid, 
with  blue  or  black  fpots,  and  eruptions 
on  the  body,  which  generally  firft  appear 
on  the  outfide  of  the  arms,  from  the  wrift 
to  the  fhoulders,  or  fometimes  on  the  legs 
and  thighs,  mercury  fhould  be  cautiouf- 
]y  adminiftered,  as  it  is  obferved,  that  a 
very  fmall  quantity  will  induce  a  dange¬ 
rous  falivation  in  fcorbutic  patients,  and  is 
often  followed  by  a  diarrhoea  or  dyfentery, 

K  which 
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which  being  (lopped,  the  falivation  returns. 
May  not  this,  in  fome  degree,  be  attributed 
to  the  bibulous  difpofition  of  the  ladteals 
and  lymphatic  vedels,  and  perhaps  from 
fome  peculiarity  in  the  texture  of  the 
? 

In  thefe  cafes,  where  a  true  fcorbutic 
diathefis  exids,  previous  to  a  mercurial 
courfe,  vegetable  acids,  with  proper  re¬ 
gimen,  and  keeping  up  the  fecretion  by 
thefkin  and  urinary  padage,  will  generally 
be  requifite.  Therefore  the  liberal  and  con- 
ftant  ufe  of  oranges,  lemons,  and  other 
fruits,  Vvrith  whey  made  by  acefcent  juices 
or  crem.  of  tartar,  and  a  vegetable  diet, 
muft  be  rigidly  adhered  to*  if  wTe  expedt  to 
derive  any  benefit  from  mercury,  in  the  cure 
of  venereal  complaints,  complicated  with 
the  fcurvy.  Where  I  found  fuch  manifed 
figns  of  a  putrid  habit,  joined  with  a  vene¬ 
real  complaint,  after  a  proper  vegetable  diet 
had  been  purfued,  I  had  the  mod  convin¬ 
cing  proofs  of  the  fuperior  efficacy  of  the 
mercurial  iblution,  particularly  when  given 
with  a  decodtion  or  infufion  of  the  peru- 
vian  bark,  which  I  thought,  in  thefe  cafes,, 
improved  its  falutary  effedts,  by  being 

power- 
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powerfully  antifeptic,  and  preventing  that 

putrid  diipofition  which  mercury  generally 

occafions. 

It  may  not  he  urmeceffary  to  obferve, 
that  the  morbid  matter  or  fault  in  the 
blood  which  produces  the  true  (curvy,  is 
different  from  that  kind  of  humour, 
which  is  commonly,  though  improper¬ 
ly,  called  fcorbutic;  and  which,  when 
thrown  out  on  the  (kin,  appears  in  the 
form  of  tetters  and  fcurfy  eruptions. 

Although  the  true  fcurvy  is  mod  fre¬ 
quently  obferved  to  attack  thofe  who  have 
been  long  at  fea,  and  loldiers  encamped 
in  low  mar(hy  places,  yet  there  are  few 
conditutions  in  England,  entirely  free 
from  fome  degree  of  fcorbutic  taint,  as 
appears  from  their  fpongv  gums  and  other 
complaints ;  I  (hall  therefore  beg  leave  to 
relate  a  method  of  treatment,  which  by 
varying  as  (ymptoms  may  require,  I  have 
found  very  fuccefsful  in  a  great  number 
of  patients,  afflicted  with  this  native  ^en- 
demial  diforder,  together  with  a  venereal 
complaint. 

In  July  1777,  J.  C.  applied  to  me  for^ 
a  venereal  diforder,  which  he  had  con¬ 
tracted 
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traded  about  feven  weeks  before  ;  he  never 
had  any  difcharge  from  the  urethra,  nor 
heat  of  urine,  or  any  other  fymptom,  tq 
induce  him  to  imagine  he  had  got  the  in- 
fedion,  until  about  a  week  before  he  ap¬ 
plied  to  me,  when  he  felt  a  forenefs, 
at  the  end  of  the  penis,  where  there 
was  a  little  ulcer,  with  a  fwelling  in  the 
groin. 

On  examination,  I  found  the  ingui¬ 
nal  gland  fwelled,  and  a  chancre  at  the 
fuperior  part  of  the  orifice  of  the  urethra, 
with  the  glans  in  that  part  very  hard. 

He  was  a  flout  young  man,  but  had  that 
pafty  complexion  which  denotes  the  gene¬ 
ral  health  to  be  affeded.  Perceiving  his 
breath  very  often  five,  I  fufpeded  he  had 
been  taking  mercury,  which  he  denied. 
On  looking  into  his  mouth,  I  obferved  his 
gums  fpongy,  of  a  dark  livid  colour, 
and  bleeding  on  the  flighted:  touch. 
His  arms  were  covered  with  fmall  pur¬ 
ple  fpots,  like  flea  bites,  w?hiqh  he  faid 
itched  much  in  cold  weather;  his  hams, 
wrifts,  and  the  fpaces  betwixt  his 
fingers,  were  quite  clean  and  no  ways 
affeded.  He  had  a  pain  acrofs  his  breaft, 

was 
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was  often  out  of  breath  when  he  walked 
faft,  and  had  pains  in  his  legs  and  thighs, 
with  great  laffitude  ;  he  was  alio  yer y  low 
and  dejefted. 

As  he  had  caught  a  violent  cold,  attend-* 
pd  with  acute  pain  in  his  breaft,  and  a 
cough,  I  took  away  a  few  ounces  of  blood, 
which  was  in  a  very  diflblved  flate,  and 
the  ferum  like  thick  whey,  which  afforded 
fcitn  no  relief. 

As  no  doubt  remained  of  a  fcorbutic 
taint,  added  to  his  venereal  diforder,  he  was 
ordered  a  vegetable  diet  ;  to  abftain  from 
all  anipaal  food,  and  fpirituous  liquors,  and 
to  take  milk  for  his  principal  fupport ;  to 
drink  whey  made  with  the  juices  of  forrel 
and  Seville  oranges,  and  when  coftiye,  to 
add  from  gii  to  31  of  fal.  polycreft,  to  each 

.'•S!  ,  t  •»'»  } 

pint  of  whey.  This  addition  was  feldom 
required,  as  his  body  was  kept  fufficiently 
}ax,  by  the  whey  and  vegetable  diet;  and 
at  the  fame  time,  a  gentle  perfpiration  was 
kept  up,  by  a  little  wine  added  to  the  whey 
at  bed  time,  and  a  flannel  waiftcoat  wore 

'  ,  j  j  j 

next  his  Ikin. 

I  •  V  . 

He  waihed  bis  mouth  frequently  with  an 
aftringent  and  antifeptic  gargle,  which  took 

off 
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off  the  forenefs,  and  reftored  the  gums  to  a 
found  Hate  in  a  few  days.  By  ufing  a  pro¬ 
per  injection,  a  difcharge  from  the  ure¬ 
thra  came  on,  which  continued  about  a 
week. 

This  antifcorbutic  plan  being  regularly 
perfevered  in  for  a  fortnight,  and  proper 
applications  uled  to  the  chancre,  it  healed, 
the  glans  became  foft,  and  the  bubo  re¬ 
mained  about  the  fame  fize,  as  when  he  be¬ 
gan,  He  was  got  much  better  as  to  his 
general  health,  and  the  itching  on  his  arms 
was  gone. 

He  then  entered  on  a  courfe  of  diet 
drink  with  the  folution  of  mercury,  to 
every  quart  of  which,  was  added  eight  oun¬ 
ces  of  a  ftrong  decodion  of  Peruvian  bark, 
ffill  continuing  his  former  regimen ;  by 
which  means  the  bubo  was  difperfed,  and  he 
got  well  in  lefs  than  three  weeks,  and  re¬ 
mains  free  at  this  time  of  his  fcorbutic,  as 
well  as  his  venereal  complaints. 

Another  patient,  whofe  fcorbutic  fymp- 
toms  were  nearly  fimilar  to  the  above,  but 
whofe  venereal  complaints  were  of  a  much 
longer  Handing,  attended  with  a  great  dif¬ 
charge,  was  cured  by  following  the  fame 

anti- 
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antifcorbutic  method  of  treatment,  with 

* 

proper  mercurial  inje&ions,  and  the  ufe  of 
the  foil  owing  pills,  prepared  by  rubbing 
the  precipitate  of  calomel  in  diftilled  vine¬ 
gar  till  perfectly  united,  to  which  was  ad¬ 
ded  manna,  and  the  whole  rubbed  on  a 
marble  flab,  and  pafled  through  a  fieve  to 
feparate  the  impurities  of  the  manna ;  to 
each  ounce  of  the  above  mafs,  was  added. 
Ext.  cort.  peruv.  moll 
pulv.  myrrhae,  an  3 ii 
It  was  then  formed  into  pills  of  a  mode¬ 
rate  fize,  to  be  given  as  the  fymptoms  of 
the  difeafe,  and  confhlution  of  the  patient 
required. 

SECTION  vr. 

Of  the  Hernia  humor  alls  (Xnifwelled  ‘Tejiicle. 

A  fwelling  or  enlargement  of  the  tef- 
ticles,  may  arife  from  various  caufes.  When 
it  is  occafioned  by  a  venereal  infection,  or 
takes  place  in  confequence  of  a  critical 
termination  of  fome  difeafe  in  the  habit, 
it  is  called  hernia  humoralis 

When  this  difeafe  happens  in  a  virulent 
gonorrhoea,  it  is  an  inflammatory  defluxion 
produced  by  a  preternatural  irritation  on 

the 
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the  mucous  membrance  of  the  urethra,-  m 
thofe  parts  adjacent  to  the  bladder,  where 
the  veficulae  feminales  terminate. 

This  fpecies  of  fwelling  is  particularly 
painful,  owing  to  the  great  fenfibility  of 
the  part  chiefly  affedted,  viz.  the  tunica 
albugihea ;  from  the  firm  compafl:  texture 
of  this  membrane,  and  its  dole  adhefion 
to  the  body  of  the  tefticle,  it  is  with  great 
difficulty  diflended,  which  occafions  into¬ 
lerable  pain. 

Sometimes,  the  fwelling  arifes  from  ala- 
tent  venereal  taint  in  the  habit,  indepen¬ 
dent  of  a  gonorrhoea,  of  any  difeafe  in  the 
urethra ;  in  this  cafe,  the  diftenfion  is  more 
gradual,  confequently  not  fo  painful,  and 
the  tumour  feels  hard  and  indolent. 

It  may  alfo  happen,  either  from  the 
ufe  of  bougies,  improperly  ufed,  or 
from  the  efcharotic  ingredients,  with 
which  they  are  made,  imtating  the  parts 
near  the  neck  of  the  bladder. 

Sometimes  it  is  occafioned  by  ftrong 
draftic  purges ;  alfo  from  col  d,  the  effe&s 
of  hard  drinking  or  violent  exercife ;  but 
moft  frequently  it  happens  by  the  im¬ 
proper  treatment  of  a  gonorrhoea. 


It 


r  ‘si  i 

It  is  alfo  liable  to  fwell  from  external  in¬ 
juries,  as  a  blow  or  bruife,  and  other 
caufes,  where  there  is  no  venereal  infe&ion; 
but  all  thefe,  may  eafily  be  diftinguifhed 
by  a  careful  examination. 

The  different  occafional  caufes  muft  de¬ 
termine,  what  method  of  treatment  is  pro¬ 
per  to  purfue. 

When  it  proceeds  from  the  effetTs  of  a 
virulent  gonorrhoea,  the  antiphlogistic  me¬ 
thod  is  generally  neceffary  ;  if  it  originates 
from  an  old  latent  venereal  taint,  evacua¬ 
tions,  &c.  only  become  neceffary,  as  parti¬ 
cular  fymptoms  may  indicate. 

When  it  arifes  from  an  inflammatory 
defluxion,  it  is  immediately  neceffary  to 
fufpend  the  fcrotum  in  a  proper  fufpenfory 
trufs,  and  where  no  particular  fymptoms 
forbid  it,  to  take  away  as  much  blood,  at 
Jirft ,  as  the  patient  can  conveniently  bear ; 
which  often  renders  a  repetition  un necef¬ 
fary.  To  empty  the  inteftinal  tube,  by 
emollient  laxative  glyfters,  and  foment  the 
groin  and  fcrotum  with  a  warm  anodyne 
fetus,  covering  the  whole  with  a  large 
poultice.  If  the  pain  ftill  continues  violent, 

L  2ft 
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an  anodyne  glyfter  will  generally  afford 
relief 

After  fufficient  evacuations,  I  have  found 
no  method*  which  affords  fuch  fpeedy 
and  permanent  relief,  as  giving  antimo- 
nials  joined  with  opiates,  fo  as  to  promote 
a  plentiful  perfpiration,  which  fhould 
be  kept  up  at  lead:  twenty  four  hours, 
by  drinking  plentifully  of  warm  diluting 
liquors ;  if  the  perfpiration  is  likely  to 
flag,  the  faline  draughts  may  occafionally 
be  given. 

A  young  gentleman,  from  the  country,  of 
a  ftrong  athletic  make  and  good  conftitu- 
tion,  applied  to  me  in  May  1776,  fora 
fwelling  in  his  left  tefticle*  with  an  acute 
pain  darting  down  from  his  groin.  He 
told  me  he  had  contracted  a  gonorrhoea 
about  three  months  before,  attended  with 
a  copious  difeharge,  which  had  been  flop* 
ped  by  injections  of  aq.  faturnina,  and  fome 
few  dofes  of  calomel  had  been  given  y 
after  that  time,  he  perceived  no  fymp- 
toms  of  venereal  infection,  until  his 
tefticle  fwelled,  which  was  now  fo  pain¬ 
ful,  as  to  admit  of  a  very  flight  examina¬ 
tion.  However,  as  no  external  injury 

had 
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had  befallen  the  part,  nor  any  fehrile  difor- 
der  preceded  the  complaint,  I  had  no  doubt 
of  its  being  venereal ;  particularly,  from 
the  method  of  treatment  that  had  been 
purfued,  in  the  preceding  gonorrhoea. 

I  took  away  twepty  ounces  of  blood,  and 
applied  a  fufpenfory  trufs ;  as  he  came  to 
refide  at  my  houfe  during  the  cure,  he  lay 
down  upon  the  bed  for  about  an  hour, 
when  a  violent  ficknefs  and  vomiting  came 
on,  which  was  encouraged  by  drinking 
warm  chamomile  tea.  The  fwelling  of  the 
iefticle  increafed,  the  pain  became  more 
fevere,  and  extended  up  to  the  groin.  An 
emollient  laxative  glyfter  was  adminiftered, 
which  was  repeated  in  an  hour,  and  as  it 
had  no  effedt,  after  waiting  fome  time,  a 
few  grain#  of  calomel  were  given,  with  a 
draught  prepared  with  caftor  oil,  which 
produced  the  delired  effedt.  The  fcrotum 
and  groin  were  fomented  with  an  anodyne  de- 
codtiop,  and  the  whole  covered  with  a  large 
poultice  of  lintfeed  meal.  T hough  he  had 
found  relief  from  the  loofe  (tools,  yet  he 
continued  reftlefs  in  bed  the  whole  even¬ 
ing*  and  the  pain  became  as  fevere  as  be«« 
fore.  An  emulfion  with  caftor  oil,  was 

given 
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given  by  fpoonfuls,  every  half-hour,  to 
which  was  added,  five  drops  of  tindt.  the- 
baica.  About  twelve  at  night,  his  atten¬ 
dant  came  to  acquaint  me,  he  was  very 
reftlefs,  and  defired  to  get  up,  I  found 
him  very  hot,  and  at  times  delirious,  with 
fubfultus  tendinum.  An  anodyne  glyfler 
was  adminiflered,  his  legs  were  put  into 
warm  water,  and  the  following  emulfion 
was  ordered. 

R.  Julep  e  camphor,  uncias  fex, 

Aq.  cinnamon,  fimp.  uncias  duas, 
Syr.  e  meconio  drachmas  tres. 

Cujus  fumat  cochl.  duo  fubinde  in  Ian- 
guoribus. 

He  feemed  more  compofed,  and  one  of 
the  following  pills  was  given. 

■  R.  Tart.  emet.  gran  a  quatuor. 

Extra  <3.  thebaic,  grana  tres.  ni. 

Pro  pilul.  duabus. 

He  was  ordered  to  drink  plentifully  of 
the  following  mixture.  - 


R* 
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,  R.  .  Aq.  hordeat.  libras  fex, 

Mel.  uncias  quatuor, 

Aceti  vinos,  uncias  tres, 

Nitri  drachmas  duas  m. 

He  fell  afleep  in  about  half  an  hour  af¬ 
ter  taking  the  pill,  when  a  plentiful  fweat 
broke  out,  which  continued  until  near 
eight  o’clock  in  the  morning,  when  theother 
pill  was  given,  and  he  drank  freely  of  the 
nitrous  mixture.  His  pain  was  much  a- 
bated,  and  his  pulfe  foft  and  regular. 
Throughout  the  day,  he  took  frequently 
of  the  mixture,  and  a  free  perfpiration 
continued  until  next  morning.  He  got  up 
about  noon,  free  from  pain,  the  fwelling 
much  abated,  with  a  fmall  difeharge  from 
the  urethra.  He  wore  a  fufpenfory  trufs 
about  a  fortnight,  when,  by  the  moderate 
ufe  of  the  folution  of  mercury,  he  was  per¬ 
fectly  freed  from  all  his  complaints,  only 
the  epididymis  remained  hard,  but  not 
painful. 

But  when  the  fwelling  proceeds  from  a 
latent  venereal  taint  in  the  habit,  though  not 
attended  with  fuch  acute  pain,  yet  it  is  ge¬ 
nerally  longer  before  a  radical  cure  can  be 

effected. 


effected.  In  plethoric  habits,  moderate  eva¬ 
cuations  may  be  neceffary,  previous  to  the 
ufe  of  mercury,  which,  in  this  cafe,  may  be 
rubbed  in  liberally ;  at  the  fame  time  that 
the  bark  is  given.  When  it  is  attended  with 
great  pain,  I  have  always  found  fpeedy  re¬ 
lief  from  the  pill  of  opium  and  antimony, 
with  the  camphorated  emulfion,  given  as 
in  the  preceding  cafe.  If  practicable,  a 
difcharge  from  the  urethra,  fliould  be 
brought  on,  which  has  always  a  good 
efFeCt,  in  producing  a  radical  cure.  In 
thefe  cafes,  a  fufficient  quantity  of  mer¬ 
cury  fhould  be  ufed,  otherwife,  an  effec¬ 
tual  cure  cannot  be  expedied.  The  decocr 
tion  of  farfaparilla  may  be  given  with  ad¬ 
vantage,  and  fhould  be  continued  for  fpme 
time  after  the  fwelling  is  reduced. 

A  waiter  at  a  tavern  in  town,  who,  from 
his  own  account,  had  for  fome  years  been  fel- 
dom  free  from  a  venereal  complaint,  applied 
to  me  for  a  fwelled  tefticle,  which  was  at¬ 
tended  with  very  little  pain  :  he  told  me, 
that  he  had  taken,  and  injeCled,  the  balfam 
of  copaiva  for  a,  clap,  which  he  had  con- 
traded  about  two  months  before,  which 
itopped  the  running  in  a  few  days,  and  he 

thought 
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thought  himfelf  cured.  I  attempted  to 
bring  on  the  difcharge,  by  a  fuitable  in¬ 
jection  ;  but  as  it  was  not  fo  foon  accom- 
plifhed,  as  he  wiihed,  he  contrived  to  get 
a  frefh  infection,  which  had  the  defifed  ef¬ 
fect.  By  promoting  the  difcharge  for  about 
a  fortnight,  and  rubbing  in  the  mercurial 
ointment  on  the  fcrotUtn  and  thighs,  with 
the  conftant  ufe  of  a  fufpenfory  trufs,  tli£ 
tefticle  was  reduced  to  its  natural  lize  ;  and 
he  was  cured  of  his  gonorrhoea  in  a  few 
days,  by  proper  mercurial  injections. 

The  above  cafe,  with  the  method  he  took 
to  bring  on  the  running,  is  related,  only 
to  (hew  the  pernicious  confequences  of 
flopping  the  difcharge,  in  a  virulent  go- 
norrrhoea,  before  the  venereal  virus  is  fub- 
dued  by  mercury ;  and  alfo  to  demonftrate 
the  fpeedy  relief  obtained  from  its  repro¬ 
duction,  whereby  the  tumor  of  the  fcro- 
turn  gradually  fubfided. 
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SECTION  VII. 

Of  Buboes « 

THE  venereal  Bubo  generally  happens 
in  a  recent  difeafe,  and  is  occafioned  by  the 
acrimony  of  the  infedted  lymph,  which, 
by  its  ftimulus,  affedts  the  inguinal  glands, 
through  which  it  Ihould  pafs.  But  it 
fometimes  arifes  from  the  whole  habit 
being  infedted. 

Though  frequently  many  weeks  elapfe, 
after  the  infcdtion  is  received,  before  this 
fwelling  makes  its  appearance,  yet  that 
is  not  fufficient  to  determine,  whether 
it  arifes  from  a  confirmed  lues  or  pox, 
without  other  concomitant  fymptoms,  in¬ 
dicating,  that  the  whole  mafs  of  fluids  are 
infedted. 

The  moft  frequent  caufe  of  a  venereal 
bubo,  arifes  from  an  improper  method 
of  treating  the  virulent  gonorrhoea;  as 
when  the  morbid  difcharge  is  prematurely 
fupprefled;  or  from  the  ufe  of  irritating  applb- 
cations,  where  thofe  fymptoms  of  venereal 
infedtion  appear,  fuch  as  chancres  on  the 
glans,  and  praepuce,  without  any  running. 
It  may  alfo  be  produced,  by  the  indis¬ 
cretion 
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cretiori  of  the  patient,  by  cold,  too  much 
exercife,  or  intemperance. 

Buboes  have  been  diftinguilhed  by  fome 
authors,  into  three  kinds;  the  inflamma¬ 
tory,  the  oedematoiis,  and  the  fchirrous. 
This  difference  in  their  appearance,  feems 
as  much  to  depend  on  the  patients  habit 
Of  body;  as  the  nature  of  the  venereal 
poifon.  The  length  of  time  before  any 
fwelling  is  perceived  in  the  groin,  may 
probably  depend  on  the  different  degrees  of 
malignity  of  the  venereal  virus  ;  as  well 
as  on  the  method  of  treatment  purfued 
for  its  cure.  Having  frequently  obferved, 
that  when  the  running  in  a  gonorrhoea  has 
been  prematurely  fuppreffed*  and  mercury 
too  freely  adminiftered  at  the  fame  time, 
a  bubo  is  generally  the  confequence. 
It  may  be  no  improper  hint  to  thofe 
who  are  inclined  to  ufe  aftringent  injec¬ 
tions,  in  a  recent  infection,  to  be  cau-. 
tious  how  they  give  mercury,  or  ftrong 
heating  medicines,  while  fuch  injections 
are  employed. 

It  has  been  obferved,  that  the  poifon, 
which  is  communicated  by  the  bite  of  a 
mad  dog,  has  remained  inactive  many 
months,  and  Jfometimes  a  much  longer 
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time,  before  it  has  rtievvn  any  fymptoms  of 
malignity,  which  has  been  attributed  to 
want  of  fufficient  ftimulus  in  the  poifon, 
to  excite  abforption  >  may  we  not  afcribe' 
to  the  fame  eaufe,  a  fimilar  effed,  in  the 
cafe  of  a  venereal  bubo  ?  But  as  the  par* 
ticular  manner  in  which  the  venereal  virus 
adls,  is  imperfedly  underftood,  we  may  be 
lefs  folicitous  about  its  particular  mode  of 
affeding  the  parts,  fo  long  as  we  know 
the  effed  it  produces,  and  how  to  fubdue 
them.  '  *  .  *  .  : 

As  a  fwelling  in  the  groin  may  proceed 
f to m  other  caufes,  that  are  not  venereal, 
it  is  very  neceffary  to  be  certain ,  whether 
if  is  occafioned  by  venereal  infection,  or  not, 
before  we  undertake  its  treatment. 

The  caufes  it  may  arife  from,  are, 

1.  A  hernia  inguinalis,  or  bubonocele. 

2.  One  of  the  tefticles  remaining  in  the 

groin.  ‘  . 

3.  A  tumor  formed  by  the  abforption  of 
acrid  matter  from  an  ulcer. 

4.  From  anobftrudion  in  the  inguinal 
gland. 

'  5.  An  aneurifm  of  the  crural  artery. 

1  ft.  A  hernia  inguinalis  is  known  from 
tile  form*and  pofitron  of  the  tumor,  as  it  is 
'  1  not 
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not  a  circnmfcribed  or  detached  fwelling, 
but  is  felt  quite  up  to  the  ring  of  the  ab¬ 
dominal  mufclps,  where  the  fpermatic  vef- 
fels  pafs  down  from  the  belly,  like  a  ftalk  ; 
whereas  one  indication  of  its  being  venereal, 
is,  the  patient  having  venereal  lymptoms, 
a$  a  gonorrhoea,  chancres,  &c.  previous  to 
the  fwelling,  ;  a  ftiffhefs  or  flight  pain  in 
the  groin  is  generally  felt  a  day  or  two 
before  its  appearance;  it  is  alfo  hard,  and 
circumfcribed.  When  recent,  it  is  incom- 
preflible,  and  free  from  any  connection  with 
the  fpermatic  procefs ;  and  when  it  is  in  a 
fhite  of  fuppuration,  the  difference  between 
matter,  and  a  piece  of  gut  or  cawl,  is  eafily 
diftinguifhed  by  the  feel. 

2d.  When  one  of  the  tefticles  is  detained 
in  its  way  to  the  fcrotum,  it  lies  acrofs  the 
the  groin  ;  and  on  examination  no  teflicle 
will  be  found  in  the  fcrotum  on  that  fide. 

3d.  Every  ulcer  fituated  in  the  lower 
extremities,  which  furnifhes  fharp  acrid 
matter,  may  occafion  inflammation  and 
fwelling  ofthofe  glands,  to  which  the  lym¬ 
phatics  lead.  When  it  is  produced  by 
the  acrid  difcharge  of  an  ulcer  in  the  lower 
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extremities,  the  inferior  glands  in  the  groin 
are  moft  commonly  affeded;  but  when 
venereal,  the  Juferkr  ones  become  en¬ 
larged. 

4th.  The  lymph  fometimes  accumulates 
from  an  obftrudion  in  the  inguinal  glands^ 
and  gives  the  appearance  of  a  venereal  bu¬ 
bo.  This  may  proceed  from  the  vifeidity 
of  the  lymph,  as  well  as  from  fome  of  the 
duds  or  veffels  which  compofe  the  gland, 
being  obliterated  from  preceding  inflam¬ 
mation.  In  this  cafe,  the  limb  below  be¬ 
comes  cedematous:  and  if  from  diften- 

••  -• '  * 

lion  the  gland  burfts,  the  difeharge  is 
lymph ,  not  matter .  In  this  cafe,  fome  of 
the  lymphatic  yeflels  will  frequently  dilate 
and  carry  it  off,  efpecially  if  aflifted  by  dry 
fridion  of  the  parts,  as  varied  mo¬ 
tion  is  found  to  have  particular  influence 
on  fhe  glandular  fyftem. 

5th.  An  aneurifm  of  the  crural  artery  is 
eafily  difiinguifhed,  by  applying  the  finger 
to  the  fwelling,  \yhere  a  confiderable  pul¬ 
iation  is  felt.  A$  a  miftake  of  this  kind  is 

*  .  ‘  »  .  *  *.  -  •  s  i  •  •  *  \  f  ,  ;  I  r  f 

fa  id  to  have  happened  in  this  metropolis, 
this  caution  is  the  rather  neceflary,  as  an 
incifion  (through  miftake)  would  be  attend¬ 
ed  with  the  moft  fatal  confequences. 

k .  I? 
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It  has  already  been  obferved,  that  thp 
lymphatic  veflels  fometimes  pafs  the  inguinal 
glands,  without  entering  them  5  though  it  i$ 
rare  and  uncommon,  yet  it  fhews  the  pojji r 
bility  of  the  infection  being  carried  into  the 
fyflem,  without  the  gland  in  the  groin  be-* 
ing  affedted.  Therefore  the  general  rule, 
that  the  inguinal  glands  are  always  affedted, 
fo  as  to  give  fufficient  previous  notice  of 
the  infedtion  pu£hing  its  way  into  the  ha** 
bit,  mufl  be  cautioufly  received. 

With  regard  to  the  method  of  cure, 
practitioners  differ  in  opinion,  whether  it  is 
better  to  difperfe,  or  bring  the  tumor  to 
fuppuration.  This  mufl  be  determined  by 
circumflances. 

\  •  •  t 

When  a  venereal  bubo  appears  footi  after 
the  infection  is  received,  attended  with  a 
difeharge  from  the  urethra,  I  have  fre« 
quently  experienced,  that  it  may  be  difperf- 
ed  with  thegreatefl  fafety,  provided  proper 
are  taken  to  fecure  the  general 
mafs  of  fluids  from  infedtion. 

But  when  it  arifes,  without  any  other 
fymptom  of  venereal  infedtion,  or  is  not 
accompanied  with  a  difeharge  from  the 
prethra,  it  will  be  more  prudent  to  attempt 
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a  fuppuration,  and  evacuate  the  contents 
of  the  bubo. 

I  know,  it  is  the  opinion  of  fome  emi¬ 
nent  pra&itioners,  that  when  a  venereal 
bubo  is  brought  to  fuppuration,  and 
opened  at  a  proper  time,  that  the  venereal 
poifon  is  entirely  evacuated,  together  with 
the  contents  of  the  bubo  ;  but  if  a  mercu¬ 
rial  courfe  is  not  purfued  at  the  fame 
time,  this  opinion  may  be  productive  of 
difagreeable  confequences.  I  mu  ft  affure 
roy  readers,  that  within  thefe  fix  months, 
three  perfons  found  it  necefifary  to  apply 
to  me  for  want  of  proper  care  having  been 
taken  to  fecure  the  habit,  after  the  bubo 
had  been  opened ,  and  its  contents  difeharged. 
It  is  true,  that  in  one  of  the  three  this  might 
be  owing  to  the  want  of  a  fuffieient  dis¬ 
charge. 

“When  we  have  reafon  to  fuppofe  the 
complaint  is  local,  and  mean  to  difperfe 
the  tumor,  if  attended  with  a  running 
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it  fhould  by  no  means  be  fupprefled; 
and  if  the  patient  is  of  a  plethoric 

habit. 


C  95  1 

habit,  or  the  fwelling  is  painful,  bleed¬ 
ing  fhould  be  directed  early  and  libe- 
rally;  and  when  the  habit  is  bad,  recourfe 
mull  be  had  to  fuch  evacuations,  as  particu¬ 
lar  fymptoms  may  require;  in  general,  the 
mildeft  laxatives  will  be  found  to  anfwer 
bed,  which  fhould  be  repeated  occafionaJ- 
]y,  ufttil  the  pain  and  other  inflammatory 
fymptoms  are  abated.  Where  there  is  no 
difcharge  from  the  urethra,  or  it  has  been 
prematurely  fuppreffed,  thefe  evacuations 
fhould  be  freely  made,  and  frequently  re¬ 
peated,  together  with  nitre,  and  plentiful 
dilution.  If  the  patient  is  defirous  to  ex¬ 
pedite  the  cure,  and  prevent  the  forma¬ 
tion  of  matter  in  the  gland,  befides  the 
ufe  of  antiphlogiflic  remedies,  a  ftridt  ob- 
fervance  of  low  diet  and  regimen,  are 
indifpenlably  requifite,  as  well  as  to  abftain 
from  all  kinds  of  exercife.  Should  the 
pain  in  the  groin  be  very  fevere,  I  have  ob- 
ferved  very  fpeedy  relief  obtained  by  the 
application  of  leaches. 

When  the  fwelling  and  pain  are  in  fome 
meafure  abated,  we  muft  have  recourfe  to 
mercurials,  which  fhould  be  ufed  freely, 
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fb  as  to  fubdue  the  venereal  poifon,  in 
the  moft  fpeedy  and  effectual  manner. 

In  a  variety  of  thefe  cafes,  I  have 
found  no  method  anfwer  fo  well,  as  in¬ 
unction,  by  rubbing  the  ointment  on  thofe 
parts  of  the  thighs*  where  the  fuperficial 
lymphatics  pafs  before  they  enter  the  in¬ 
guinal  glands. 

It  does  not  appear  a  circumftance  of  the 
confequcnce  generally  fuppofed*  that  the 
ointment  ihould  be  applied  to  particular 
parts  of  the  legs  and  thighs,  fince  the  lym¬ 
phatics  are  univerfally  diffufed  over  the 
furface  of  the  body.  Inoculation  illuf- 
trates  this  fadt,  for  to  whatever  part  the 
matter  is  applied,  the  abforbent  vefiels 
take  it  up  and  convey  it  into  the  blood. 

Inundlion  is  generally  diredted  in  the 
evenings*  for  what  reafon,  I  am  at  a  lofs 
to  determine,  for,  abforption  is  ftronger  in 
the  morning,  not  from  inanition,  but  be- 
Caufe  the  body  has  been  recruited  during  reft. 

On  the  fuppofition  that  mercury  fubdue's 
the  venereal  difeafe,  by  coming  in  immediate 
contadt  with  the  infedlion*  may  not  the 
method  of  treating  local  complaints  by  in- 
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tinftion,  where  mercury  is  applied  more 
immediately  to  the  affedled  part,  be  found 
more  effectual  on  that  account  ?  by 
fuch  means  it  is'  not  liable  to  undergo 
any  changes,  whereby  it  might  be  de¬ 
prived  of  its  fpecific  power,  which  may 
probably  in  fome  degree,  be  diminiflied  in 
the  long  round  of  circulation,  when  in¬ 
wardly  adminiftered.  The  advantages  ob¬ 
tained  from  its  external  ufe  in  certain  local 
venereal  complaints,  will  appear  obvious, 
when  it  is  confidered,  that  if  it  is  ad¬ 
miniftered  internally,  it  is  firft  taken  up 
by  the  ladteals  in  the  inteftines,  wbiofe 
orifices  are  fo  final],  as  to  be  impercep¬ 
tible  to  the  naked  eye.  It  is  carried  to 
the  mefenteric  glands,  and  from  thence 
to  the  loins,  where  it  mixes  with  the 
lymph,  which  comes  from  the  lower  ex¬ 
tremities  and  genitals,  in  one  common 
trunk,  called  the  thoracic  dudt,  which  re¬ 
ceives  the  contents  of  the  ladteals,  and  lym¬ 
phatic  veftels  of  the  lower  extremities  and 
abdominal  vifeera;  in  this  dudt  it  is  car* 
ried  upwards,  pafling  behind  the  afeending 
aorta,  and  terminating  in  the  angle,  (on  the 
left  fide)^  between  the  jugular  and  fubcla- 
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via n  vein,  near  where  the  collar  bone  and 
fir  ft  rib  are  inferted  into  the  breaft  bone. 
It  is  here ,  and  not  before ,  where  the  met*- 
eury,  internally  taken,  mixes  with  the 
blood,  and  then  partly  goes  the  found  of 
circulation,  before  it  gets  to  the  affedt- 
ed  gland  in  the  groin.  But  notwith¬ 
standing  this  long  courfe,  repeated  expe¬ 
rience  convinces  us,  that  when  fuch  prepa¬ 
rations  as  are  adapted  to  the  fymptoms,  are 
properly  given  by  the  mouth,  the  cure  is 
both  fpeedy  and  effectual.  Certainly  then, 
the  more  minutely  the  mercury  is  divided, 
the  greater  probability  there  is  of  its  being 
carried  with  greater  efficacy  to  thofe  diftant 
parts  of  the  body ;  from  which  we  may  in¬ 
fer  the  fuperior  efficacy  of  the  mercurial 
folution  before  mentioned. 

When  a  bubo  appears  fome  months 
after  the  infection  is  fuppofed  to  have  been 
received,  and  is  not  attended  with  any  dif- 
charge  from  the  urethra,  it  is  certainly  pru¬ 
dent  to  bring  the  tumor  to  a  fuppuration, 
that  we  may  more  effectually  eradicate  the 
venereal  poifon,  by  evacuating  the  contents 
of  the  bubo.  By  this  falutary  drain,  lefs 
mercury  will  be  required  to  perfedt  a  cure, 
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which  may  be  ufed  internally ,  in  filch 
quantities,  as  will,  with  proper  regimen 
and  diet,  promote  a  complete  and  fpeedy 
fuppuration. 

In  order  to  promote  and  quicken  the 
maturation  of  the  tumor,  topical  appli¬ 
cations  are  generally  found  requiiite  :  To 
anfwer  this  purpofe,  warm  fomentations, 
with  a  poultice  of  bread  and  milk  or  lint- 
feed  meal  is  generally  fufficient.  What¬ 
ever  application  is  deemed  proper  to  pro¬ 
mote  fuppuration,  (hould  be  applied  as 
warm  as  can  be  endured,  and  removed 
as  often  as  it  becomes  cold.  But  where 
fecrecy  may  be  neceffary,  or  hot  poultices 
not  eafily  procured,  I  have  found  the  fol¬ 
lowing  cataplafm  anfwer  as  a  good  fubfti- 
tute,  if  the  part  is  well  fomented  and  kept 
warm  by  proper  covering, 
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This  fpread  pretty  thick  on  tow  or  linen 
rag,  faves  much  trouble  in  making  poulti¬ 
ces,  and  is  a  good  fuperficial  drefiing  to 
promote  a  free  difcharge  after  the  bubo 
is  opened. 

The  fuppuration  being  completed,  which 
is  known  by  the  foftnefs  of  the  tumor  and 
fluctuation  of  matter  under  the  finger,  it^ 
fhould  be  opened,  rather  than  fuffer  it  to 
burft  of  its  own  accord,  as  the  aperture 
through  which  the  difcharge  is  made,  is 
generally  too  final),  and  not  often  fituated 
in  the  mod  dependent  part. 

Therefore  care  jfhould  be  taken,  that  the 
opening  be  made  fufiiciently  large,  and 
alfo  in  a  proper  direction,  fo  as  to  allow 
the  matter  to  have  a  free  exit.  When 
the  contents  are  fufiiciently  difcharged, 
lint  is  the  beft  application,  as  it  anfwers 
every  intention,  and  at  the  fame  time  lies 
foft  on  the  part  without  occafioning  pain  •, 
it  abforbs  all  fuperfluous  moifture,  and 
haftens  the  formation  of  pus,  or  that  glu¬ 
tinous  matter,  in  which  the  new  veflels 
are  explicated.  Previous  to  each  dref- 
fing,  warm  fomentations,  will  be  found 
ferviceable.  At  firfl  over  the  lint  may  be 
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applied  a  pledgit  of  the  digeftive  already 
mentioned*  In  order  to  cleanfe  the  ulcer, 
it  is  a  common  pra&ice  to  ufe  detergent  ap¬ 
plications,  fuch  as  precip.rub,  alum,  uft.  &c. 
we  are  not  to  imagine,  that  ointments  loaded 
with  thofe  efcharotic  ingredients  will  al¬ 
ways  difpofe  the  parts  to  heal  fooner,  as 
generally  fpeaking,  nature  is  fufficient  far 
this  purpofe,  except  in  fome  very  (hat- 
tered  conftitutions,  where  the  bark,  with 
a  proper  diet,  are  chiefly  to  be  depended 
on ;  and  mercury  fhould  now  be  ufed, 
in  fuch ,  quantities,  as  to  fecure  the  con- 
ftitution  from  the  eflfedts  of  any  of  the 
morbid  fluid,  which  may  have  got  admit* 
tance  into  the  general  circulating  mafs. 

9 

By  thefe  methods,  we  clear  the  habit  of 
all  infection,  nor  will  it  feem  furprifing 
that  this  difcharge  fhould  rid  the  con- 
ftitution  of  the  venereal  poifon,  when  it 
is  obferved,  that  in  the  plague  itfelf,  a 
fuppuration  in  the  glands  of  the  neck, 
arm  pit,  or  groin,  will  prove  a  perfe£i 
crifis. 
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SECTION  VIII. 

t 

Of  Chancres . 

When  chancres  arife  from  a  frefh  vene^ 
real  infedtion,  they  are  generally  {bated  on 
thofe  parts,  which  have  a  thin  and  tender 
covering,  as  the  glans  penis,  or  infxde  of  the 
prepuce  near  the  corona  glandis ;  but 
they  particularly  aftedt  thofe  parts,  where 
there  is  any  crack  or  excoriation.  They 
appear  at  firft,  like  fmall  pimples,  attend¬ 
ed  with  itching,  but  foon  degenerate  into 
corroding  ulcers.  They  are  known  to  be 
venereal,  from  a  flough  at  the  bottom,  of 
a  yellowifh  white  colour,  and  by  having 
hard  callous  edges.  When  recent ,  they 
are  not  ufually  attended  with  difficulty  in 
the  cure,  efpecially  if  they  happen  to  per- 
fons  of  a  healthy  habit.  Although  thefe 
ulcers  may  in  mod  cafes  be  healed  by  ex¬ 
ternal  applications,  yet  it  is  never  pru^ 
dent  to  truft  to  them  alone.  When  there 
is  pain  and  inflammation,  they  often  oc- 
cafipn  a  phymofis*  which  is  more  tedious 
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in  the  cure,  from  the  difficulty  of  applying 
proper  applications. 

On  the  7th  of  June  1777*  a  gentleman 
applied  to  me  for  a  painful  fwelling  of  the 
penis,  which  had  prevented  him  getting  any 
deep  for  feveral  nights.  On  examining  the 
parts,  I  found  the  prepuce  fwelled  to  three 
times  its  natural  fize,  and  fo  clofely  con¬ 
tracted  round  the  glans,  that? although  there 
was  a  copious  difcharge,  we  could  not  dif- 
tinguifh  from  where  it  flowed,  but  from  the 
pain  it  feemed  to  proceed  from  chancres 
which  were  under  the  praepuce  on  the 
torona  glandis. 

Notwithftanding  he  was  bled  plentifully, 
and  gentle  laxatives  adminiftered,  With 
warm  fomentations  arid  emollient  poultices; 
the  pain  and  fwelling  continued  for  two 
days,  nearly  as  bad  as  ever.  He  was  or¬ 
dered  to  bed*  and  anodynes  were  liberally 
given,  which  brought  on  a  free  perfpira- 
tion,  for  twenty  four  hours,  after  which  the 
fwelling  was  much  abated*  and  I  was  able 
to  throw  up  an  injection  betwixt  the  glans^ 
and  prepuce,  which  immediately  abated  the 
pain.  By  continuing  the  injections  with,, 
warm  fomentations  and  poultices,  he  wa< 
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able  to  draw  back  the  praepuce,  wh  ich  dis¬ 
covered  three  deep,  ill  conditioned  ulcers. 
By  mild  mercurial  preparations,  topically 
applied,  with  gentle  laxatives,  the  chancres 
were  healed,  and  the  parts  were  reduced  to 
their  natural  fize,  in  lefs  than  a  fortnight. 
He  continued  the  ufe  of  a  diet  drink,  with 
the  mercurial  folution,  for  fix  weeks  longer* 
and  got  perfectly  well.  From  the  firft  time 
of  ufing  the  preparation  for  the  heat  of 
urine,  the  pain  entirely  ceafed,  and  never 
returned. 

In  women,  when  the  infection  is  receiv¬ 
ed  by  coition,  thefe  ulcers  are  fituated  on 
the  infide  the  labia,  and  fometimes  upon  the 
clitoris  and  its  covering  or  praspuce.  I 
.have  remarked,  that  women  are  more  liable 
than  men  to  that  fpecies  of  venereal  infec¬ 
tion,  which  happens  without  a  difeharge. 
When  it  is  a  primary  complaint,  it  is 
cured  with  as  much  eafe,  and  certainty,  as 
in  the  male  fubje<5t ;  but  mercurials  (hould 
be  ufed,  either  internally,  or  by  unction, 
otherwife  a  radical  cure  cannot  be  expect¬ 
ed. 

A  gentleman  applied  to  me  laft  fummer, 
in  behalf  of  a  female  friend,  who  had  a 
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fmall  fore  on  the  labia  pudendi,  attended 
with  continual  itching ;  he  told  me,  there 
was  no  reafon  to  fufped:  it  proceeded  from, 
a  venereal  caufe ;  however,  I  hinted  to  him 
my  fufpicions  of  its  being  a  chancre.  As 
he  perfifted  in  its  not  being  venereal,  1  gave 
him  proper  medicines,  with  dire&ions 
how  to  proceed.  The  parts  apparently 
got  well,  but  about  two  months  after, 
he  called  to'  acquaint  me,  the  complaint 
was  returned  with  greater  violence.  I 
perfwaded  him  to  bring  the -lady  to  town, 
when  I  found  they  were  venereal  chancres. 
By  the  ufe  of  the  preparation  for  the  heat  of 
urine,  the  pain  and  itching  were  imme¬ 
diately  relieved,  and  by  fuch  mercuri¬ 
als  as  were  adapted  to  the  nature  of  her 
complaint,  flie  was  cured  in  a  few  weeks, 
and  remains  fo  at  this  time,  which  is 
about  eight  months  fince  fhe  applied  to  me. 

It  is  obferved  by  fome  eminent  authors, 
who  have  wrote  on  this  fubjedt,  that  women 
are  cured  of  venereal  complaints,  with 
greater  difficulty  than  men ;  I  have 
found  it  the  reverie,  except  inTome  cafes, 
where  there  were  excrefcences  near  the 
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anus,  which  denote  a  confirmed  taint  in  the 
habit  of  long  {landing.  Thefe  were  cured, 
by  attending  to  the  general  health,  whilft 
the  venereal  poifon  was  fabdued  by  mer¬ 
curial  medicines,  previous  to  extirpation. 

When  chancres  proceed  from  an  uni* 
verfal  taint  in  the  habit,  there  is  generally 
feme  other  venereal  fymptom  which  ac¬ 
companies  them,  or  appears  loon  after;  the 
moll  frequent  are  ulcers  in  the  throat,  and 
feurfy  eruptions  on  the  forehead  oramongft 
the  hair.  The  chancres  in  this  cafe  are 
not  confined  to  the  glans  penis,  or  prae^ 
puce,  but  appear  in  different  parts  of  the 
body,  and  are  then  called  venereal  ulcers. 
The  difficulty  of  cure  will  be  in  propor¬ 
tion  to  the  malignity  of  the  difeafe,  and 
inveteracy  of  the  fymptoms,  as  well'as  the 
patients  habit  of  body.  Thefe  ulcers  may 
fometiines  be  healed,  but  never  radically 
pared,  until  the  venereal  virus  is  entire¬ 
ly  iubdued  by  a  thorough  mercurial 
courfe,  and  proper  internal  remedies. 
Under  thefe  circumflances,  I  have  found 
the  continued  ufe  of  farfaparilla,  with 
feme  proper  preparation  of  the  bark,  gene¬ 
rally 
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rally  neceffary  whilft  mercury  is  ufed. 
Where  the  blood  is  fuppofed  to  be  arfeded 
with  a  fcorbutic  taint,  if  the  antifcorbutic 
plan  be  purfued,  the  ulcers  will  heal  more 
kindly 

I  have  direded  the  folution  of  corrofivc 
fublimate,  in  a  variety  of  venereal  cafes,  but 
have  obferved  it  fail  in  many  inftances.  In 
weak  tender  habits,  it  often  occafions 
great  pain  in  the  ftomach,  which  I  have 
known  return  after  the  medicines  had  been 
left  off  many  months. 

I  ihall  give  an  inftance,  where  the  folu¬ 
tion  of  mercury  produced  a  perfed  cure, 
after  the  fublimate  folution  had  been  tried 
to  no  purpofe. 

A  gentleman,  who  fome  years  ago  had 
taken  mercurials  in  large  quantities,  by 
imprudently  riding  out  in  bad  weather  got 
wet,  although  he  perceived  no  immediate 
bad  effeds ;  yet  fome  months  after  his 
hands  became  hard  and  feurfy.  Hav¬ 
ing  frequently  obferved  the  good  effeds  of 
the  fublimate  folution  in  thofe  cafes,  where 
the  diforder  feemed  to  proceed  from  per- 
fpiration  being  obftruded,  he  begun  to  take 

the 
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the  decoction  of  farfaparilla  with  [the  fub- 
limate,  which  he  continued  for  feveral 
weeks,  without  any  apparent  benefit. 

He  applied  to  me  again  in  the  fpring  for 
the  fame  complaint,  attended  with  the  lofs 
of  appetite ;  when  he  begun  the  ufe  of 
a  diet  drink  with  the  folution  of  mercury, 
his  hands  in  a  little  time  became  foft  and 
fmooth,  he  became  fat  and  hearty,  and 
his  appetite  was  as  good  as  ever,  after 
drinking  a  few  bottles  of  his,  medicine. 
This  he  continues  to  take  every  now 
and  then,  as  he  finds  himfelf  better  ii* 
health,  by  its  ufe. 

SECTION  IX. 

Of  a  Gleet . 

When  this  follows  a  venereal  difeafe,  it 
is  generally  brought  on  by  improper  treat¬ 
ment  of  the  preceding  gonorrhoea,  and  fre¬ 
quently  by  the  ufe  of  ftrong  mercurial  me¬ 
dicines  and  draftic  purges  ;  the  immediate 
caufe  then  is  relaxation.  It  is  alfo  occa- 
fioned  by  intemperance  and  fevere  exercife, 

and 
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and  often  occurs  in  patients  of  a  ferophu- 
lous  or  fcorbutic  habit. 

The  method  of  treatment  muft  be  a- 
dapted  to  the  caufe  that  produced  it. 

If  it  be  merely  a  local  complaint  in  the 
urethra,  it  may  be  relieved  by  injections 
and  the  judicious  ufe  of  bougies. 

When  it  arifes  from  relaxation  and  a 
debilitated  habit,  provided  a  proper  mercu¬ 
rial  courfe  has  been  previoufly  purfued, 
Peruvian  bark  with  fteel,  will  be  found  to 
anfwer  in  moft  cafes. 

When  a  gleet  is  occafioned  by  exceffive 
coition,  the  bark  with  chalybeates  will  have 
the  moft  falutary  effedts,  no  fymptom  con¬ 
traindicating  the  exhibition  of  fuch  tonic 
medicines,  efpecially  if  a  milk  diet  is 
ftriCUv  obferved. 

It  fhould  be  remembered,  that  excefs  in 
venery  will  inevitably  defeat  every  attempt 
to  cure  this  complaint,  therefore  it  ought 
to  be  avoided. 

FINIS. 
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